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EDW. G. ALLEN’S 
London Agency for American Libraries, 


28 HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN, 
LONDON. 
(FORMERLY RICH & SONS.) 


Epw. G. ALLEN devotes himself entirely to library business. His long experience enables him 
to execute the orders of correspondents promlpty, cheaply, and with thorough efficiency. His con- 
nection with all the Book Dealers in the United Kingdom gives him the command of the British 
Book Market, and qualifies him to serve his customers with special advantage, and to bring promptly 
under their notice all the stores of Literature, old and new, on sale in Great Britain. 


Books Supplied at a Small Commission on the Cost Price, with the usual Trade 
deductions, and forwarded by the quickest and cheapest routes. Second-hand 
Catalogues by early Mails, and no Commission charged on Orders 
from them. Periodicals and Newspapers Posted Promptly. 


No expensive sub-agencies at home or abroad. Foreign books on easy terms. 


Agency for the following Libraries and many others: 


Lib of Congress, Washington. Colorado University. 
Libraries of Parliament, Ottawa, Toronto, ohns Hopkins University. 

and Quebec, hiladelphia Library Co. 
Amherst College. Peabody Institute, Baltimore. 
Boston Public Library. University of Pennsylvania, 
Brooklyn Library. University of Toronto, Can. 
Brown University. Watkinson Library, Hartford, Conn. 
Cornell University. Vale University. 
Enoch Pratt Free Library.' Minneapolis Public Library. 
California University. 


BINDING. 

Cheap and Durable for Circulating Libraries. Specially Strong for Books of Reference. Superior 
Style for Works of Art. Imitation Antique for Rare Old Books. Calf Extra in Every Variety. 
Best Half-Binding for General Library Use. Pamphlets Bound at Cheap Rates. Law- 
Books In Law Calf. Cheap Binding in Cloth. Hard-Grained Roan, etc. Dilapl- 
dated Binding Neatly Repaired. Deficiencies of Rare Books Supplied in 
Exact Fac-Simile. Library Stamps to Order. 


**We have been, for the last twenty years, personally cognizant of Mr. Allen's faitnfulness to the interests of 
his American customers. When a resident in Washin ton, ten years ago, we found that the immense Congressional 
54 largely supplied its shelves through Mr. Allen's London Agency. Many of the extensive libraries belonging 
to the Universities and Colleges in the East have also secured their Foreign Books from the same source, and we 
have heard from the officers of these Institutions frequent testimony to the scrupulous exactness with which their 
orders were always filled. 

** We cannot, therefore, do a greater service to the Colleges and Universities of the West, to which these pres- 
ents shall come, than to advise that they employ this inexpensive agency for replenishing their Libraries with Eng- 
lish Books,""—Presipent Weicn, /owa State College. 

“No better indorsement of ‘Mr, Allen's ency is possible than the list of leading libraries that continue to use 
it. For 30 years, strict integrity and cae facilities have held the oid and made new wy The very ately 
business built up demands only a small commission instead of the customary ro per cent. A library can safe 
entrust all its London orders to Mr. Allen without oat getting other estimates and fee: sure that it is not aakiag” 

Dewey, State Library, New Yor 


Edw. G. Allen’s American Library Agency, 
COVENT GARDEN, LONDON. 
MEMBER AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 
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Tue excellent article by Mr. John Thomson on 
the present library movement in Philadelphia, 
taken in conjunction with the extracts from the 
Philadelphia Accord, printed elsewhere, gives a 
lucid exposition of what is one of the most inter- 
esting of recent experiments in the library field. 
Philadelphia has long been a city of libraries, but 
it has never had a free library in the modernsense 
of the word. The Pepper bequest of $250,000, 
for the establishment of a free library in Phila- 
delphia, offered the first means of providing 
this need. Such a sum was, of course, inade- 
quate for the establishment of a large central 
library, similar to the Enoch Pratt Library or 
the public libraries of other large cities; but the 
way in which the trust has been handled deserves 
high praise. As soon as the litigation in regard 
to it was concluded, its directors established 
relations with the city authorities —who had 
in the meantime organized small branch libraries 
in two city districts—and with the aid and 
countenance of the city councils they opened a 
central free library of modest dimensions in 
temporary quarters. A municipal appropriation 
has been made for its support, its popular suc- 
cess is unquestionably assured, its organizers 
have throughout shown an earnest desire to 
improve and extend library facilities, and they 
already have, in a measure, accomplished the 
purpose for which the trust was intended. That 
this purpose will be wholly fulfilled there can be 
little doubt. The free library of Philadelphia is 
still in its infancy ; but it is to be expected that 
as its benefits are more fully realized, it will 
meet with substantial aid and recognition, and 
will attain in time to the importance and wide 
usefulness befitting the public library of one of 
the foremost American cities. 


Ir was, indeed, time for some such library 
movement in Philadelphia, if the city of Broth- 
erly Love is to maintain its reputation as a 
reading centre. The tabulated statistics of the 
Mercantile Library of Philadelphia, from 1822 
to 1893, given in the last (71st) report of that 
library, lead to this conclusion. These figures 
show such a remarkable decline in patronage and 
circulation within the past 10 years that a few 
words of comment are unavoidable. The Mer- 
cantile, which has for years been the foremost 
library of Philadelphia, is a subscription li- 


brary, and now contains 171,525 volumes. In 
1864 it had a membership of 5609 persons ; 
this increased year by year until in 1871 the 
high-water mark of 11,786 members was reached. 
In that year 196,308 books were circulated from 
a total of 63,874 volumes then in the library. 
The highest circulation of all was in the fol- 
lowing year, 1872, when 268,277 books were 
issued. From this time patronage and circula- 
tion have steadily decreased. In 1876 the 
membership fell to 9207; in 1880 the circula- 
tion fell below 150,000. In 1884 the mem- 
bership was but 4911, and 136,607 books were 
circulated from a constantly increasing total 
of 150,155. In the 10 years that have passed 
since then the decline has been constant, until 
we find that the statistics for 1893 show a 
membership of 3115 and a circulation of 86,563 
volumes, the number of books in the library at 
this time, being, as already noted, 171,525. It 
is hard to account for the remarkable decrease 
here demonstrated. The library has more books 
now than ever before; at the last annual meet- 
ing, in January, 1894, it was decided to reduce 
the annual fees to stockholders to two dollars 
per annum, and the subscription has never been 
excessive. The cause seems to lie partly in the 
library itself. Its quarters have never been at- 
tractive or really suitable, and it is possible that 
of late years the library has fallen ‘‘ behind the 
times” in some respects, and has become gradu- 
ally more or less fossilized. This seems the 
only practicable explanation, as the new free li- 
brary of the city and the several small branches 
are of such recent establishment that they can- 
not have drawn off the Mercantile Library 
patronage to any extent, and it is not likely 
that the great majority of people who are ordi- 
narily users of subscription libraries should of 
later years have turned wholly from borrowing 
books to buying them. Neither of these expla- 
nations seem, therefore, at all adequate, and 
failing the sufficiency of the first premise it is 
difficult to account for the remarkable condition 
of affairs shown by the statistics. 


Tue fact that the reading at the Chicago 
Public Library has noticeably improved in qual- 
ity since the World’s Fair is not surprising. It 
would have been surprising if it had not im- 
proved. Nevertheless, Mr. Hild’s statement 
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that the demand at that library for books on art, 
architecture, and language is about 200 per cent. 
larger than it was a year ago, is both gratifying 
and suggestive. It is gratifying as an indica- 
tion that the majority of people are responsive 
to intellectual stimulus, that they are quick to 
appreciate beauty in form, color, or design — not 
in the abstract, perhaps, but when it is brought 
concretely before them —and that when their in- 
terest is really awakened in a subject they usually 
set themselves to “find out all about it.” It is 
suggestive in that it tends to disprove the 
frequent assertion that people cannot be ‘‘edu- 
cated up” to a higher form of reading or 
amusement than they have been accustomed to. 
That the wonders of a great international ex- 
position should shake people out of their usual 
grooves of thought, and open to them un- 
suspected vistas of inquiry and study, was in- 
evitable, It is equally certain that in a lesser 
degree the current of popular interest and read- 
ing can be improved by well-directed, tactful 
effort. The gradual elimination of trash froma 
library; the distribution or posting of read- 
ing-lists on timely topics; the exhibition from 
time to time of rare or curious books, of prints, 
of the literature on any special subject; frequent 
‘book talks” or informal lectures—all these 
are steps that must of necessity lead to the same 
goal. The effect may be imperceptible at first, 
and the results may be — usually will be — dis- 
couragingly slow in coming ; but such work, in- 
telligently planned, tactfully developed, and 
faithfully continued, cannot fail to accomplish 
in a measure what the Chicago exposition could 
effect on so large a scale. 


THE report of the recent meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Library Club, printed elsewhere, is a 
useful contribution to the literature of book- 
binding and charging systems. Both of these 
subjects received a degree of practical considera- 
tion which cannot fail to make the report of 
general interest. Such technical points are al- 
ways capital topics for library debate, and their 
scientific discussion and practical illustration 
must be helpful, not only to the members of the 
individual associations discussing them, but to 
the larger audience reached by the printed re- 
ports. Inthe present case the meeting of the 
club was attended by the New York State Li- 
brary School, then on its annual trip of library 
inspection, and it is especially gratifying that 
the subjects for discussion were so interesting 
and so well handled. 


Communications. 


A SUGGESTED CARD-BOOK CATALOG. 


I WANT to suggest an improved method of li- 
brary cataloging, combining the advantages of a 
book catalog with those of a card catalog, and 
thus saving the great loss of time which readers 
experience when turning over cards. I propose 
that a very large book, or series of books, be 
prepared, with leaves of millboard, which is 
a stiff and cheap kind of cardboard, used by 
bookbinders. On these leaves the cards of the 
catalog are to be arranged in (say) two col- 
umns. Preparation for each column of cards is 
to be made by puncturing holes in the millboard. 
These can be best punctured with a saddler’s 
punch. The holes are to be arranged down the 
length of each page of millboard in four columns, 
two for each column of cards. The distance be- 
tween two columns of holes will be about three- 
fourths of the breadth of a card. The distance 
between two holes in the same column will alter- 
nate — that between the first and second being 
the same as the height of one card, that be- 
tween the second and third about one-quarter of 
aninch, that between the third and fourth, the 
same as between the first and second, and so on. 
A piece of narrow elastic, is to be threaded in and 
out of the holes in one column, and its ends are 
to betied together. Another piece of elastic is to 
be similarly used for each other column of holes. 
The cards are to be slipped under the elastic, a 
card between the first and second holes, a card 
between the third and fourth, and so on. 

Two difficulties have been suggested in this 
proposed method. The first was that there would 
be nothing to prevent a reader from slipping out 
one of the cards as easily as the librarian could do. 
I think this difficulty might be met as follows: 
Let the elastic bands run towards the back of the 
cover, the two ends of each band being placed 
within the back of the cover, and being there 
clasped between flat bars or plates of wood or 
metal, which might be locked at their extremities, 
To prevent the elastics slipping through these, 
knots might be fastened on the ends of each 
elastic. 

The second difficulty was that the rubber would 
become inelastic in about a year. This is alto- 
gether contrary to my experience. It must be 
remembered that I do not speak of pure rubber, 
but of rubber cord covered with silk or cotton, 
such as is sold in the dry-goods or haberdashery 
stores. I used such elastic, not for a card cata- 
log but for a purpose exactly similar. The ob- 
ject was to slip in and out slipsof paper, each 
about one inch wide. Sometimes I would have 
one slip and sometimes a dozen or two dozen slips 
in one place, and I changed them frequently, thus 
subjecting each part of each elastic toa very differ- 
ent strain at one time from that to which it was 
subjected at another. The elastic used was the 
cheapest procurable —two-cord cotton covered 
elastic, bought at two shillings (English) for 72 
yards. After 10 years but very little of it had 
required to be tightened, and scarcely any to be 
renewed. H. W. B. Mackay. 
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BETTERING CIRCULATION IN SMALL LIBRARIES —THE ‘‘ TWO-BOOK”" SYSTEM. 
By C: Botton, Liérarian Brookline (Mass.) Public Library. 


In small towns where a high rate of intelli- 
gence prevails, the diversity of taste and inter- 
est demands a wider selection of books than the 
circulation would seem to justify. A work which 
would appeal to but one reader in a town of 
15,000 inhabitants, would find four readers, per- 
haps, in a city of 60,000, and would be purchased. 
To be unable to encourage readers in new fields 
because the old and foot-worn paths have proved 
themselves to be “‘ for the good of the greatest 
number,” is a great misfortune. Asa problem, 
there seems to be but two solutions—to buy 
the work of general interest; or, to create a 
larger constituency for the book which has 
proved attractive to one reader. The latter 
course offers possibilities that should tempt the 
zealous librarian, for an increase in solid read- 
ing is an evidence of a library’s growing useful- 
ness in a community, that no one will contro- 
vert. That many libraries are successfully 
bringing about this increase may influence other 
libraries to try new methods, or revive familiar 
ones, 

The book wanted by one reader may attract 
others if it is placed near the delivery-desk, 
where it can be examined by the public. The 
** new book” shelves are now a feature in many 
smaller libraries. In this way as many as 400 
books may be kept constantly before the public. 
It is of no small importance that these books re- 
main in their original covers, and retain their 
individuality. If hours are spent in designing 
a cover to attract a purchaser, why should a 
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library refuse to employ the beautiful to attract 
readers? 

Borrowers will take a novel because they come 
to the library usually to get a book for recrea- 
tion. If they could take ‘a work of history, bi- 
ography, or travel, for more leisurely reading, 
they would like it, but many libraries give only 
one book on a card. To meet this need the 
Public Library at Brookline devised a card on 
which two books may be taken at one time, or 
on different days, as the reader wishes. He may 
keep a history a month (by renewal), and read 
20 novels during the same period; or, he may 
take two books other than fiction. But, as our 
**new books” are limited in number (and desig- 
nated by a red star), but one of these can be kept 
out on the card atatime. The card is divided 
in the middle ; the left has ‘‘ Fiction” at the top, 
the right ‘‘ Other works.” The date of delivery 
of a book is stamped on the proper side of the 
card, and also in the book itself. The instruc- 
tions on the card read: ‘‘ Borrowers may take 
two books at the same time, provided that not 
more than one of these shall be a work of fic- 
tion, and that two mew books shall not be taken.” 

New books are noted by a reversed date (3 
May). Then it follows that there can be: 

1. But one uncancelled date on the left (fic- 
tion). 

2. But two uncancelled dates on the card 
(one on either side or two on the right). 

But one reversed uncancelled date on the 
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People seemed to understand the system at 
once, and many availed themselves of the en- 
larged privileges. The children, too, began to 
take out biography and history. We shall soon 
have a shelf of these books in the waiting-room, 
that they may still further avail themselves of 
the ‘‘ other works” mentioned on the card. The 
circulation for March, the first month of the 
new arrangement, rose 22 percent. The char- 
acter of this increase may be of interest. Com- 
paring the circulation of fiction for February 
and March, 1893, with February, 1894, a circu- 
lation of 3981 was to be expected for March, 
1894, under the old system. The actual circula- 
tion of fiction was 1969; that is, fiction was not 
appreciably affected by the new system. If, 
with one book to a card, people were denying 
themselves a novel to take a solid book, the en- 
larged privilege would have given them an op- 
portunity to take more novels without sacrificing 
their other reading, and the fiction statistics for 
March wou!d have increased. As there was no 
abnormal increase this proves, I think, that peo- 
ple do not under the system of one book to a 
card sacrifice the novel for more instructive 
reading. On the other hand where a circulation 
in ‘* Travels” of 354 was to be expected in 


and Biography” instead of 753 it was 1255 ; in 
** Poetry’ instead of the 189 to be expected it 
rose to 244. 

Where there are enough new books and good 
works of fiction to allow two of either kind on 
one card at the same time, the librarian would 
have to decide for himself as to the wisdom of 
making restrictions on the two books taken. 

In a small town, methods may be tried which 
would hardly be suited to the conditions of a 
large library. In looking over the ‘ Portrait 
catalogue” of the Cassell Publishing Company 
of New York, one cannot but be impressed by its 
excellent portraits. These we cut out and post 
on our bulletin-board, with a list of each author's 
works and our shelf-numbers for them. Bio- 
graphical sketches of popular authors, like Bea- 
trice Harraden, are a'so posted on the board. 
People who come to the library with no beok in 
mind are attracted by the pictures, and some 
choose a book from the lists uncerneath. 

If, by methods similar to those described 
above, a large constituency can Le created fora 
book, the librarian will be able in his buying to 
make a selection on broader lines, and, while 
gratifying a particular reader, awaken among 
other borrowers an interest in the less frequented 
paths of literature. 


March, 1894, it was actually 606; ia ‘* History 


Tue buildings of Armour Institute were op- 
ened and their purpose announced in December, 
1892. The first term of instruction began Sep- 
tember 12, 1893. 

Although the original plans had not provided 
for a library, the omission was pointed out as 
soon as Dr. F. W. Gunsaulus was appointed 
president, and the science lecture-hall, occupy- 
ing one-half of the first floor, was assigned to 
the library. 

The librarian was appointed in January, 1893, 
and was at once set to solve the problem of 
furnishing these temporary quarters with mov- 
able fittings, so that one room, 50x60 feet, 
would accommodate readers, book-stacks, and 
office, without spoiling it for its original use. 


The room is well lighted on three sides, and 
is handsomely furnished in dark oak. While in 
no sense a museum nor an art gallery, the walls 
and ends of bookcases are hung with fine pict- 
ures, among them Raphael's ‘‘ The Fiddler,” 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY SCIENCE OF ARMOUR INSTITUTE, CHICAGO, 


By KATHARINE L. SHARP, Librarian Armour Institute. 


Whistler's ‘“‘ King Lear in the Storm,” and the 
Moscheles’ ‘* Browning.” 

The books are shelved in wall cases around 
the room and in stacks, which are now placed 
far enough apart to make alcoves, with a win- 
dow at the end of each. The space between 
them must very soon, however, be limited toa 
narrow aisle, to provide for more bockcases. 

Two-thirds of the room is fitted with small 
tables for students, although they are allowed 
free access to the shelves, and the alcoves are 
favorite places for quiet study. 

The library is open from 8 a. m. to 9:30 p. m., 
except Saturday evening and Sunday, and circu- 
lates books to the faculty and students. 

Whi'e the library does not buy books for the 
public, the reading-room is free to all, and 
earnest students from outside who wish the 
books which the institute provides can borrow 
them for home use. 

There are now 10,000 volumes, but the sub- 
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ARMOUR INSTITUTE, CHICAGO, 


jects are unevenly represented, as the plan of 
the first year’s buying has been to develop the | 
leading departments, and defer the others to | 
another year. Therefore, mechanical engineer. | 
ing, electricity, and mathematics have the lar- 
gest representation, and history, physics, chemis- 
try, and French and German language and liter- 
ature are building up symmetrically. Other de- 
partments are weak. 

The library has a fine collection of rare’books, 
illustrating the history and art of printing, which 
is considered second only to that of Lenox Li- 
brary, New York. 

Departmental libraries have been started, and 
in many cases their books are duplicated in the 
general library. Several departments have their 
scientific periodicals also in their rooms, where 
they are free to the students. 

Without these auxiliary reading-rooms it 
would be impossible for the library to satisfy 
the demands of the students in its crowded quar- 


ters. The general reading-room can seat no 


more than 150 comfortably, and with over goo 
students, its limitations can be easily appre- 
ciated. 

Over soo students have registered to draw 
books for home use, but the circulation is con- 
sidered secondary to the reference use of the 
library, and books are subject to recall when 
wanted for reserve. 

Books are reserved for special classes when- 
ever desired, and for the two literary societies 
of the institute. These give their programs to 
the librarian two weeks in advance, and refer- 
ence lists are at once posted and the books re- 
served. Next term the librarian is to give sev- 
eral talks to the societies upon general reference 
books, that they may better learn to help them- 
selves. 

There is free access to the shelves, a privilege 
thoroughly appreciated by the students, who 
seem to have a feeling of pride and ownership in 
the library that does much to protect it. 

One of the leading ideas of the president of 
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the institute was that the library should be a 
laboratory for the training of library assistants, 
and in accordance with this idea the Depart- 
ment of Library Science was established as a 
part of the technical college and an explanatory 
circular was issued. 

The course was so planned as to offer at first 
but one year of instruction, so arranged that it 
could be supplemented by a second year of ad- 
vanced work, if desirable. It includes lectures 
and instruction in library handwriting, acces- 
sion and other department routine, cataloging, 
classification, loan systems, binding, shelf ar- 
rangement, shelf listing, reference work and 
bibliography, literature and the history of books 
and printing. 

The course was arranged to occupy each 
student 40 hours a week. The regular in- 
structors and topics assigned were F. W. Gun- 
saulus, ‘‘ History of books and printing,” and 
** Comparative literature ;" T:C. Roney, ‘* Eng- 
lish literature ;" Katharine L. Sharp and May 
Bennett, ‘Library economy.” Special subjects 
were to be treated by outside specialists. The 
school year was divided into three terms and the 
fees fixed at $5 perterm. The date of opening 
for the first class was set for September 14, 
1893; candidates were advised to make applica- 
tion at least one month before that date, and it 
was announced that examination of applicants 
would be held at the institute on September 12. 

Many applications were received and 22 young 
women presented themselves for examination 
on the date set. As many inquiries have been 
made as to the nature of the first examination, a 
copy of the questions is here given : 

1. Who wrote ‘* Hypatia,” ‘‘ Wealth of na- 
tions,” ‘‘ American commonwealth,” ‘ Ten 
great religions,” ‘‘Sense and_ sensibility,” 
** Silas Marner,” ‘‘ Quentin Durward,” ‘‘ The 
Viking age,” ‘‘ Earthly paradise,” ‘‘ Myths and 
mythmakers”’? 

2. Mention as many works as you can of the 
following authors: Browning, Longfellow, 
Parkman, Victor Hugo, Tolstol, George Mere- 
dith, Maarten Maartens, Aldrich, Lowell, Marion 
Crawford. 

3. Name two Latin and two Greek authors, 
with two works of each. 

4. Name three French and three German 
authors, with two works of each. 

5. Write a brief criticism (about one page) of 
one of your favorite authors. 

6. Name five well-known American publishers. 


7. Mention authors and titles and give a brief 
characterization of five books first published in 
1892 or 1893. 

8. Name three literary, three scientific, two 
religious, and two juvenile periodicals. 

g. Write briefly (about five lines each) what is 
suggested to your mind by the following : Thirty 
Years’ War, Massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
Wars of the roses, Thermopylae, Spanish Ar- 
mada, Bastile, Magna Charta. 

10. Give a short account (about one page) of 
the Crusades. 

11. What part in the world’s history was played 
by the following : Charlemagne, Gustavus Adol- 
phus, Cromwell, Peter the Hermit, William of 
Orange, Alexander Hamilton ? 

12. Locate the following and state for what 
each is or was noted: The Louvre, People’s 
Palace, Colosseum, Vatican, Acropolis, Mount 
Vernon, Abbottsford, Ford’s Theatre, Gray 
Gables, Ferris Wheel. 

13. Write a brief essay (about two pages) on 
one of the following topics : France and Siam, 
Behring Sea question, Silver question. 

14. Name (a) the governor of your own state, 
(4) the speaker of the House, (c) the president of 
the Senate. 

15. What idea of the modern library move- 
ment have you gained from reading the refer- 
ences in the LIBRARY JOURNAL and Lidrary 
Notes, 

Twelve students were received and that num- 
ber completed the first term’s work. One was 
then recalled to her own library and another left 
on account of ill health. 

The class has at this writing just completed 
its second term of instruction, but it is now first 
mentioned in the LisRARY JOURNAL, as its organ- 
izers wished to wait until a report of progress 
could be made. 

The orderof instruction is modelled upon that 
given at the New York State Library School in 
the first year. 

Thus far the class has studied cataloging, 
accessioning, and shelf-listing, according to the 
Library School rules, the decimal classification, 
dictionary cataloging, and bookbinding and 
repairing. 

Every member of the class subscribes for the 
LIBRARY JOURNAL and the Pudlishers’ Weekly, 
and belongs to the Chicago Library Club. 

The Publishers’ Weekly is carefully studied in 
connection with critical reviews, and an order 
list is made each week, 
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The A. L. A. catalog is studied by subjects, to 
familiarize the students with the best authors 
and their selected works. Next term this work 
will be extended by lectures given by professors 
from the Chicago and Northwestern Universities 
on the literature of their special subjects, point- 
ing out the best authorities and specifying pop- 
ular and scholarly works and other informa- 
tion needed by librarians. 

In order to keep posted on current events, the 
class meets once a week todiscuss some question 
of political or general interest that is before the 
country. 

No regular instruction in reference work has 
yet been given, but the members of the class 
have had practical reference work from the be- 
ginning, as they werk in the alcoves which are 
open to the other students and have many de- 
mands for help. 

Practical work in the institute library has 
been general rather than concentrated on any 
one line of work, 

Each member of the class acts as assistant to 
each member of the library ‘staff in turn, serv- 
ing two weeks at a time. She thus learns the 
routine work of the library and picks up much 
information that would never be formally pre- 
sented in class. 

Besides this, each one has to do one hour of 
office work each week. During the winter term 
each student was also required to give one hour 
a day to the institute in the work most needed 
at the time, and next term the apprentice hours 
will be increased. 

The library has been kept open on all holi- 
days except Christmas and New Year’s, and this 
time as well as the early morning hour and 
evenings has been taken by members of the 
class for experience. 

The opportunities for outside work have been 
many. The Library Bureau and the Rudolph 
Indexer Company have been very kind in fur- 
nishing problems for the class tosolve. Two of 
the students are doing the mechanical part of 
bibliographies on outside orders. Two other 
students are librarians in their Sunday-schools, 
and one is organizing a new Sunday-school 
library. The entire class has worked in organ- 
izing the library of the University Settlement 
on Rice Street, and they are to begin at once to 
classify and arrange the Lake View High School 
library of 1500 volumes. One large private 
library is waiting until the class shall be con- 
sidered competent to catalog it. 


The Department of Library Science has been 
asked to index scientific periodicals for £lectri- 
cal Literature, which is published in connection 
with Electrical Engineering, but on account of 
changes inthe office, work has not yet been com- 
menced. The founder and publisher of Z/ectri- 
cal Literature, Mr. Fred. Deland, has set aside 
one afternoon in each week for the library class, 
when he will answer any questions they may 
have about the indexing. 

The introduction of vertical handwriting into 
the public schools of the city has directed atten- 
tion to library handwriting, and one of the class 
has been asked to make copies for new school 
writing-books. The Commercial Department 
of the institute has also asked the library for 
samples of writing for the book-keepers to follow, 
and several applicants for next year's library 
class are taking writing lessons now. 

The Field Columbian Museum has applied for 
help, and there have been enough positions of- 
fered during the year to supply the present 
class. It is hoped that some will still be wait- 
ing when the class is ready to begin independent 
work, 

The instruction of the regular staff has been 
supplemented by several outside lecturers. Dr, 
Constantin Nérrenberg, of the University of 
Kiel, Germany, who was in charge of the Ger- 
man library exhibit at the World’s Fair, spoke 
on the differences between German and Amer- 
ican libraries, and illustrated his lecture at an- 
other time at a visit paid to his exhibit. Mr. C: 
C. Soule, president of the Boston Book Com- 
pany, gave an inspiring talk on the mission of a 
librarian. Miss Louisa S. Cutler, in charge of 
the A. L. A. library at the World’s Fair, gave 
one formal talk at the institute to the class as a 
whole and many informal talks to the individual 
members of the class, who lost no opportunity to 
study the library exhibit under Miss Cutler's 
kind direction. 

Mr. J: C, Dana, of Denver Public Library, told 
the class of his professional experiences. Dr, 
G: E. Wire, head of the Medical Department of 
the Newberry Library and a graduate of the 
Library School, has generously given several of 
his half holidays this winter to lecture upon prac- 
tical bookbinding and repairing. 

Miss Edith E. Clarke, head cataloger of the 
Newberry Library and a graduate of the Library 
School, was to have given the regular instruction 
in dictionary cataloging, but Dr. Poole’s death 
made it impossible for her to obtain leave of 


| 4 
4 
| 
; 
iN 
ii 
| 
a 


166 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL [ May, ’94 


absence. Although prevented from undertaking 
the formal work, Miss Clarke acts as general 
adviser on the subject and gives what assistance 
she can in her free time. The assistance and 
encouragement of these Library School friends 
cannot be measured in time nor words. 

The Newberry Library and the Public Library 
have both been very friendly to the Armour 
Institute Library and class. By special arrange- 
ment in the fall the Public Library lent to the 
institute a large number of books, at different 
times, to illustrate cataloging principles in class, 
as the institute library was not general enough 
to supply them. Mr. Ringer, who has the lar- 
gest bindery in Chicago, has given the class the 
freedom of his establishment, and they have 
often visited it. 

Aside from technical library instruction, lit- 
erature has been a regular study in the course, 
under Prof. Thos. C. Roney, of the institute, 
The first term’s work covered an historical sur- 
vey of English literature. The second term was 
devoted to the English literature of the roth 
century, and the third term will treat of the 
American, French, and German literature of the 
Igth century. 

Dr. Gunsaulus has often met the class to lect- 


Tue Free Public Library movement has taken 
aconsiderable start in Philadelphia during the 
past three years; and though that city has been 
slow in entering into the spirit of the movement, 
it looks as if the city of Brotherly Love had 
thoroughly realized that a work of great moment 
to her citizens could be accomplished. 

A really free library, in the full acceptation of 
the term, has long been a desideratum, and 
when, in 1891, the terms of Mr. George S. Pep- 
per's will became known, whereby nearly a quar- 
ter of a million dollars were bequeathed for the 
maintenance of a free library, library talk filled 
the air, and the discussion took a very practical 
form. Philadelphia, from the period of the 
colonial days, has been a book-loving and a 
book-distributing centre, as is proved by the 
valuable Apprentices’ Library, Rush Library, 
Mercantile Library, City Institute, and many 
like institutions; but Mr. Pepper's will empha- 
sized the fact that the time had arrived when a 


ure upon general literature, or to answer the 
contents of the literary “ question-box.” 

The library class has the privilege of attend- 
ing other lectures given at the institute, and has 
just listened to a course of six lectures on Amer- 
ican history given by Prof. John Fiske, of Har- 
vard. 

The instruction of next term will be devoted 
to bibliography and reference work, and the class 
will visit neighboring libraries for comparative 
study. 

The demand for instruction is increasing, and 
there are those who want a correspondence 
course, or a summer course, or an evening course, 
but all applicants are discouraged from taking 
less than one year. 

All of the present class fully realize how little 
can be done in one year, and they know their 
limitations. 

They do not think that their training has 
** made them librarians,” and they do not wish 
to be called ‘‘ library experts.” 

They are very much in earnest and hope to 
take a second year, although circumstances will 
oblige most of them to defer this and engage in 
practical work for some time, hoping to return 


THE FREE LIBRARY MOVEMENT IN PHILADELPHIA. 


By Tuomson, Librarian Free Library of Philadelphia. 


later. 


free library in the modern sense of the term had 
become a necessity. 

It was at that juncture, and whilst legal pro- 
ceedings were hindering the immediate realiza- 
tion of Mr. Pepper's beneficent intentions, that 
the city board of education inaugurated a 
series of branches in various parts of the city 
with a remarkable success. In the latter part of 
1892 arrangements were made between the enter- 
prising managers of the Wagner Institute and 
the board of education for the opening in the 
institute of Branch No. 1 of the Free Public Li- 
braries. The institute provided rooms rent 
free, gas, firing, and fixtures, the board of edu- 
cation undertaking to supply books anda proper 
staff of assistants. The work was taken in hand 
by Mr. T. L. Montgomery, the actuary of the 
institute (who is so well known in the A. L. A.), 
as a labor of love, and the result has surprised 
every one connected with the movement. From 
a circulation of 11,000 volumes a month they 
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have steadily risen, till in March of this year 
they loaned to readers over 20,000 volumes. 

Naturally success begets success, and two other 
branches have since been opened in other parts | 
of Philadelphia with excellent results, while a | 
fourth branch, with some 15,000 volumes, will be 
thrown open to the public in the course of a few 
weeks. 

Still, however, a central free library was want- 
ing, and as soon as the courts had finally de- 
termined that the Pepper trust was to take the 
form of an independent library, the directors 
placed themselves in communication with the 
city authorities, and obtained the temporary use 
of three large rooms on the ground floor of the 
City Hall for the organization of a “ Free Li- 
brary of Philadelphia,” and on the 12th of 
March last the library was unostentatiously 
opened without ceremonial or display. Already 
nearly gooo volumes have been placed upon the 
shelves, while it is anticipated that by the au- 
tumn the number of books will have been in- 
creased to 20,000 at least. ‘The city councils 
have supported the movement by a grant of 
$5000 for the year 1894, and with the increased 
grants which may be looked for inthe future the 
prospects of the free library movement are very 
encouraging. The need of the library in the 
heart of the city has been proved in a variety of 
ways. First, by the liberal use of the books 
made by the steadily increasing number of read- 
ers; and secondly, by the request of several in- 
fluential citizens for the opening of a branch in 
a part of the city where the need of the elevating 
influence of books and good reading is keenly 
felt. 

The main point, however, that gives the move- 
ment importance is, that a growing desire among 
the existing libraries is being keenly realized 
and expressed, that the work of the movement 
should be consolidated. It is a detriment to any 
public movement to have the efforts of its sup- 
porters divided up into several sections. The 
value of the different libraries actually existing 
is very great, but if the various interests can be 
consolidated and the influence of the numerous 
outlets be brought into a focussed centre, the re- 
sult cannot fail to be other than a great gain to 
the general cause. How such a confederation 
of interests is to be attained without destroying 
the proper independence of the existing institu- 
tions is probably not an insoluble problem. It 
is a matter receiving very careful consideration, 
and the result in all points reached will be 


watched with interest by library workers. 


A FREE LIBRARY PROBLEM. 
From the Philadelphia Record. 


A GREAT American metropolis without a 
great public library is almost an anomaly in 
these days. Philadelphia just escapes the full 
brunt of this censure, but must bear a heavy 
weight of its criticism. She has, and has not, 
a public library. This paradox is visible in the 
new City Free Library. Ever since its hasty 
formation, only a little over a year ago, and its 
inheritance of the late George S. Pepper's mu- 
nificent bequest, the city has lent considerable 
countenance to its claim to be the library of 
the city. It is certainly the sole free library of 
any dignified scope in the entire community. 
To it the city has granted the temporary oc- 
cupancy of rooms in the Public Buildings, and 
for its initial purchase of books councils has 
already appropriated $10,000. 

But, already, despite its extreme youth, it 
has become painfully evident that it is alto- 
gether too cramped in its present narrow 
quarters. The question of a building site has 
been discussed, indeed, by the directors without 
avail. The Horticultural Hall site has been lost 
to them now, upon which the public will prob- 
ably get a magnificent new hall instead —some- 
thing also to be greatly desired; and all hope of 
the Lippincott property is a will-o’-the-wisp of 
the fancy. If the Wisters had only drawn up 
their will a little sooner, the problem would find 
its easy solution at hand. As it is, the $250,000 
Pepper bequest, with all the demands upon it, 
can scarcely insure a suitable library. A sub- 
scription fund will be necessitated, if no consoli- 
dation of the present library interests of this 
city can be effected. It is precisely this question 
which now confronts the community. Public 
sentiment alone, it seems, will be able to awaken 
the library directors of the city from their apathy 
to the public welfare. 

Not that Philadelphia is not to-day, and has 
not been in the past, bountifully blessed in this 
matter of books; she was the mother of sub- 
scription libraries in the old colonial days, and 
still ranks third among the book-reading cities of 
the Union. In special libraries, she can perhaps 
boast of the best law, medical, scientific, and 
pedagogical libraries in the country. But in 
regard to her general libraries —as in regard to 
a number of her other public features, such as 
transportation and transit—she is now under- 
going the transition state from provincial-like to 
modern conditions. Her quiet prosperity under 
the old system has delayed the crisis until this 
late hour. It will be impossible, therefore, to 
incorporate its various libraries into any such 
beneficial system as the Enoch Pratt branch one 
at Baltimore. That was only possible by in- 
dependent origin. In this old Quaker City, the 
Philadel! phia Library, with its most unfortunate- 
ly located Ridgway branch, cannot from the 
nature of its development amalgamate with any 
other institution of the kind, and this, it goes 
without saying, is true of the University Li- 
brary. 

As that veteran librarian of the Mercantile 
Library, Edmands, declared his belief some time 
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ago, there is no valid reason why all the rest of 
the general libraries of the city —including the 
flourishing Board of Education branches— 
should not consolidate for the benefit of the 
city. The Mercantile Library would seem to 
have every inducement to consent to this wed- 
ding. Its old market-place quarters are totally 
unfitted for library purposes ; its membership is 
falling off year by year ; and its circulation has 
been dying a slow death for more than a decade. 
With its endowments and property interests, a 
splendid new library could be built, in which 
the City Free Library could inaugurate a nota- 
able reign. It is not out of the question, there- 
fore, to hope for a federation, of all these 
different libraries. An assembly of all the 
librarians and directors of the city, called for a 
deliberation over this serious problem, could 
easily devise a compromise between all their 
conflicting interests and particular conditions, 
and Philadelphia be enriched with a new sys- 
tem of three, or at most four, great and ade- 
quate branches, harmoniously working under a 
board of city commissioners with the mayor and 
president of councils at the head. 


INFLUENCE OF THE WORLD'S FAIR 
ON READING IN CHICAGO, 


LIBRARIAN HILp, of the Chicago Public Li- 
brary, is authority for the statement that the 
influence of the World’s Fair on general! reading 
in that city is noticeable to a surprising degree. 
It is seen in an increased and increasing demand 
for art, classic and scientific literature, by the 
users of the library. To meet thisdemand Mr, 
Hild has been obliged to duplicate his list of 
works, which have hitherto been desired only 
for reference use. He says: ‘‘I have observed 
that the demand for the books on the subjects 
of art, architecture, and language is about 200 
per cent. larger than it was last year at this time, 
and the call for books on scientific subjects is 40 
per cent. to 50 per cent. larger. We are asked 
to obtain additions to the stock of foreign books, 
and it is necessary to make importations every 
few weeks. I take it that these foreign works — 
Italian, French, and Spanish — are chiefly called 
for by native Americans, and not by foreign- 
born citizens and residents, These changes seem 
to have been brought about by the World’s Fair. 
However that may be, the fact is that there is less 
call for fiction and more for literary and scientific 
works. It frequently happens that nearly all the 
books issued in one day are from the shelves 
classified as fine arts, literature, and philosophy.” 

In the scientific field electricity seems to 
mcaopolize the attention of readers, and it is 
noted that borrowers do not now ask for com- 
mon-science primers and elementary manuals; 
they want definite and exhaustive information, 
and will not be content with books which, at the 
beginning of the World’s Fair, were wholly 
satisfactory. Books on art are in unusual de- 
mand; and the change is specially marked in 
the department of literature. It is a curious 
fact that in this latter field a general devotion to 
Italian literature is disclosing itself — particular- 
ly in connection with notes, commentaries, and 
expositions relating to Dante and his work. 


THE NEW READING-ROOM IN THE 
NEWBERRY LIBRARY, 


Tue Newberry Library has already outgrown 
the general reading-room with which it opened 
in November, 1893, and a large and permanent 
one has just been fitted up on the second floor, 
immediately over the principal entrance. Some 
account of this room may possibly prove of in- 
terest to the readers of the JOURNAL. 

Its dimensions are 60 ft. by 45, lighted by six 
large windows on the south side, looking out 
over Washington Square, and by eight on the 
north, opening into a corridor. There are also 
two smaller windows in the bay of the front 
facade, one east and one west, so that the general 
aspect of the room is very bright, sunny, and 
cheerful. The ceiling is supported by six large 
pillars, which, with the walls, are tinted pale 
green, forming a pleasing contrast with the 
deep red tiling of the floor, which is partly 
covered by broad strips of cocoa matting. 
Against the east wall are cases filled with dic- 
tionaries and encyclopedias, and immediately in 
front of them stands a specially designed table 
for atlases and other large books of reference, 
On the west wall are periodical cases, containing 
the current numbers of 557 periodicals. One 
division is set apart for University Extension 
books, and Poole’s Index has a table to itself in 
one corner. 

The room is open from 9g a.m, to 10 p.m., 
with an average daily attendance of 120 readers, 
and the amount of steady reading and studying 
accomplished is certainly beyond the average. 
There is absolutely no loafing. The reading- 
room page makes it one of his duties to arouse 
any reader who may be dropping cff into a nap, 
and his kindly offices, though seldom needed, are 
always well received. 

The periodical reading tables are made of 
polished white oak, with sloping tops and a foot- 
rest, each table accommodating 10 readers, 
allowing to each two-and-a-half feet of space. 
For study, where several books are required, 
tables with flat tops are provided, and any one 
who chooses can appropriate a small one for his 
individual use. Fountain pens may be used, but 
no other ink is permitted. 

The electric lights are very well arranged, so 
that the effect at night is remarkably restful. 
For every two readers there is one lamp of 16 
candle-power, with a pretty green glass shade, 
casting a clear, soft, and subdued light. The 
room, always attractive, is doubly so under its 
evening aspect. The south window-sills are filled 
with growing plants in pots, and a reader will 
often speak of the relief their greenness affords 
to his tired eyes. 

The silence which reigns in the room is almost 
unbroken, Outside the swing-door is a notice, 
“* Silence must be observed in this room,” and 
on entering, the eye of the visitor is at once 
arrested by the word ‘‘Silence” in letters 
1o inches long, on two opposite pillars. The 
attendants are hardly ever obliged to call atten- 
tion to the rule, and even our dear Dr. Poole, 
when he one day wanted to speak to me, beckoned 


me into the corridor, saying that he did not dare to 
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say a word before those signs. All the chairs 


have rubber tips, as have all the footstools. The 
whole atmosphere of the room is thoroughly 
studious and graceful, and it often seems really 
remarkable that the authorities of a very new 
library, in the midst of a rushing, nineteenth- 
century city, should have been able to contrive a 
reading-room as quiet and unworldly and leis- 
urely as any which is to be found in the hoary 
pile of a cathedral, or in the ancient library of 
some old university city. 
FLORENCE Brooks, 
In charge of reading-room. 


WHAT REGULATES POPULARITY IN 
BOOKS — A LIBRARY PUZZLE. 


From the New York Sun. 


WHAT controls and directs the tides of the 
ocean is not much more of a mystery than the 
causes of the tides of popularity which certain 
books and certain classes of reading have, as 
shown in the great libraries. The most ex- 
perienced librarians confess their inability to do 
more than roughly approximate in this respect. 
A book which they have every reason to believe 
will be popular will be bought in large numbers, 
will be bulletined to the subscribers of the li- 
brary, and conspicuously placarded within its 
walls, and then remain on the shelves uncalled 
for. On the other hand, a book which has ap- 
parently gone out of date to such an extent that 
the librarian deems its room more valuable 
than its presence, will be sold, a few copies only 
being retained; and then suddenly, unexpected- 
ly, and for some cause which many times is 
hunted for in vain, the book will be in such 
demand that another purchase of copies is neces- 
sary. 

Although the greatest causes of these tides of 
popularity have not been determined, in many 
instances the librarians can trace out the minor 
causes. A few years ago the “ Story of an Afri- 
can farm,” by Olive Schreiner, enjoyed a rather 
languid vogue. Calls for it became less and less, 
and had almost ended, when two books, ‘‘ The 
heavenly twins,” and ‘‘ Ships that pass in the 
night,” became very popular. Following the 
tremendous demand for these two books at the 
libraries, a revival of the demand of the ** Afri- 
can farm” was observed, until the popularity of 
that book in its revival far exceeded its original 
vogue. It is not probable that any literary re- 
viewer has thought to compare, say, ‘‘ Ships 
that pass in the night” with the ‘‘ African 
farm,” yet librarians trace the revival of inter- 
est in the latter book to the popularity of the 
other two mentioned, as directly as the call for 
the other works of Gen. Lew Wallace to the 
success of ‘‘ Ben-Hur.” When ‘ Ben-Hur” 
achieved its delayed popularity every experienced 
librarian looked up his supply of other books by 
Wallace, and, just as naturally, when ‘‘ The 
prince of India” was published, ordered a large 
number of copies of that. But there again came 
a confusion as to what causes popularity and un- 
popularity. The library readers will not have 
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‘* The prince of India.” Of course if any one 
could only tell why, he could patent the secret 
| and sell it for large sums in promissory notes to 
j all the authors in the land. Some of the librari- 

ans say that it is simply for the reason that 
‘The prince of India” is too big a book. 

They have quite another way of judging these 
things than the reviewers have. A big book 
published by an author whose popularity is es- 
tablished will sell probably as many copies as 
author and publisher estimate; but there, again, 
the librarians look at these things differently 
from publishers. They say that big books may 
sell when they are written by a popular author, 
but they will not be read. Henry James’ ‘‘ Bos- 
tonians,” in the library editions, confesses to 
something like 800 pages. When it was first 
put on the library shelves it was called for by 
the Jamesites with avidity. They took it out of 
the library, hugging it to their bosoms. They 
returned it quarter read, half read, sometimes 
| two-thirds read, but wholly read! oh, so sel- 
dom ! 

But it won't do to go too far on these lines in 
drawing a conclusion. Short stories are very 
seldom called for in libraries. A volume of one 
story of average length, say from 80 000 to 100,- 
000 words, will be called for three times when a 
volume of short stories by the same author is 


called for once. These figuresdo not correspond, 


somehow, with a great deal that has been writ- 
ten lately on the popularity of the short story. 
But the people who take books out of libraries, 
the regular, persistent, eager readers of fiction, 
impolitely refuse to be guided in their selection 
by what is written about books. They seem to 
be a class quite apart from the bookbuyers. 
Whether they have greater or less literary judg- 
ment need not be considered, although it might 
be highly interesting. 

Library readers will sometimes wear to rags 
and tatters a class of books, or books relating to 
an epoch, when the booksellers are oblivious of 
the fact that any one is interested in those pub- 
lications. 

Sometimes the librarians can account for these 
phenomena, but to do so they must keep track 
of current theatrical events, and current politics, 
and sometimes even of sensational court trials. 
The performance of ‘‘ Beau Brummel,” for in- 
stance, will keep the library clerks busy digging 
out historical works, biographies, and memoirs 
relating to the Regency period of George Iv. 
An international disturbance, or a prominence 
| given to international questions, as the Behring 
| Sea controversy, the Hawaiian question, the 
| Chilian episode, will result in not only a demand 
| for books directly on international law, but for 
| the lives of statesmen and diplomats who have 
| been prominent in international controversies. 
Library attendants very soon get over all sur- 
prises at the apparent lack of relation between 
the person calling for a book and the book 
called for. 

In fact, the whole question seems to be one of 
non-relation. The mechanic is always calling 
for somebody’s history of the Geneva Conven- 
tion, or some other book as distantly related to 
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his calling; and the head of a big establishment 
in the dry-goods district is as like as not to stop 
in at the library on his way up-town and pick out 
somebody’s thesis on the precession of the equi- 
noxes. 


THE LIBRARIAN IN PRUSSIA. 


As an interesting illustration of ‘‘ the formality 
that doth hedge a librarian in Prussia,” Mr. H: 
L. Koopman, of Brown University Library, 
sends to the JOURNAL a translation of the Prus- 
sian act defining the qualifications of a librarian. 
A careful perusal of this document should make 
even the most pessimistic of American librarians 
** remember their marcies."” The act was print- 
ed inthe Centralblatt fiir Bibliothehkswesen(v. 11, 
p- 77-79). It runs as follows: 


ACT 


in regard to qualifying for the trained (wissen- 
schaftlichen) library service at the Royal Library 
in Berlin and the Royal University Libraries. 

1. The qualification for appointment in the 
trained library service shall be attained through 
a two-years’ volunteer service at the Royal Li- 
brary in Berlin, or one of the Royal University 
Libraries, and through the special library ex- 
amination. 

2. For admission to the volunteer service the 
following evidence is required : 

a. the diploma of a German classical gym- 

nasium ; 

4. evidence that the applicant has passed with 
good standing the first examination in the- 
ology, the first examination in law, the ex- 
amination in medicine, or the examination 
for the position of teacher in higher schools; 
or has fulfilled the prescribed conditions for 
taking a degree at a German university; 

¢. evidence that the applicant has been pro- 
moted by a German university, on the 
ground of a printed dissertation and oral 
examination, to the rank of doctor or li- 
centiate ; 

d. a testimonial of previous conduct ; 

¢. a physician's health certificate ; 

jf. evidence that the applicant is assured of 
such means as appear requisite to the sup- 
port of a person of his station for two 
years. 

3. Application for admission as volunteer shall 

be addressed to the library superintendent. 

To the application must be added, besides the 
evidence required under 2, also: an autograph 
life-sketch of the applicant, his military certifi- 
cate, and testimonials concerning his university 
study, and any later occupation. 

4. The volunteer shall be pledged on his en- 
trance by a handshake in the place of an oath. 

5. The employment of the volunteer shall be so 
arranged that, as far as possible, he may be- 
come acquainted with all branches of library 
business. 

The volunteer, even if he has previously been 


employed in another library, shall be free to 
spend the second year of his volunteer service at 
the University Library in Goettingen, provided 
that he intends to devote himself at that univer- 
sity for two semesters to the study of library 
economy 

6. The special library examination shall be held 
by the examining commission appointed by the 
minister for spiritual, etc., affairs, which shall 
consist of the president and two associates. 

Application for admission shall be addressed 
to the examining commission. 

Admission is conditioned on evidence that the 
applicant has shown himself capable in the vol- 
unteer service. Besides this evidence there 
must be added to the application: the documents 
required in 1 a-d, and 3; and, provided the vol- 
unteer has devoted himself to the study of 
library economy in the University of Goettingen, 
the testimonials thereto appertaining. 

7. The examination shall be oral, and directed 
chiefly todetermining whether the candidate has 
gained a thorough knowledge of the science of 
library management (Sidliotheksverwaltungs- 
‘ehre), bibliographical helps, and general literary 
history. In addition shall be required a know]l- 
edge sufficient for bibliographical work, of the 
English, French, and Italian languages, and a 
general acquaintance with the history of writing 
and books. It will be to the candidate’s advan- 
tage if he has gained special knowledge in the 
lines of paleography and the science of in- 
cunabula. 

8. The question whether the examination has 
been passed, and whether “ sufficiently,” ‘‘ well,” 
or ‘‘with distinction,” shall be decided by a 
majority vote of the commission. 

g. The examining commission must note in the 
records the particulars and the total result of the 
examination. 

10. One who has failed to pass the examination 
may, on his application, be permitted to repeat 
the examination not before the expiration of 
half a year. In the meantime he must continue 
his volunteer service. Not more than a single 
repetition of the examination shall be granted. 

11. One who has passed the examination shall 
receive a certificate of the result from the presi- 
dent of the examining commission. Until his 
appointment he must continue without pay the 
library service at the Royal Library in Berlin 
or one of the university libraries, and on re- 
assuming it he shall be at once swornin. After 
being sworn in he shall bear the title of library 
assistant. 

12. By University Library in the meaning of 
this Act shall be comprehended also the Pau- 
linian Library in Miinster. 

13. This Act shall take effect April 1, 1894. 

For the volunteer and assistants already ad- 
mitted there shall be accepted as a substitute for 
the special library examinationa certificate of 
ability, which shall be given by the library super- 
intendent, so far as this seems necessary, on the 
basis of a previous colloquy. 
Berlin, 15 December, 1893. 
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American Librarn Association. 

PRESIDENT LARNED has just issued the follow- 
ing circular, which has been sent to most of the 
members of the A. L. A.: 

“DON'T!” 

** Every librarian and every worker ina library 
has probably made attempts, projected under- 
takings, tried experiments, which have not turned 
out well. When such experiences are consider- 
ably important they may sometimes be reported 
to the A. L. A., or published in the L. J. But 
generally the benefit of the warning from them 
is not passed round as it ought to be. 

‘Let us give an hour of our next meeting to 
such a collection of minor admonitions as we 
can gather out of the experience of the whole A. 
L. A. body. To that end, I ask youto jotdown, 
in the briefest possible terms, under the familiar 
expostulation ‘‘ Don’t,” the things which you 
are led by your own knowledge to caution li- 
brarians mot todo. I suggest that it be done with- 
out going into particulars of explanation, which 
may be drawn out at the meeting, if necessary. 

“* The total result of this may bea considerable 
saving of otherwise wasted labor. I trust you 
will contribute to the collection of ‘ Dont’s,’ and 
send them to me at as early a day as practicable, 
with addenda as they may occur to you. 

** Very truly yours, J. N. Larnep.” 


New Dork State Librarn School. 
BOSTON VISIT. 

THE annual triptaken by the New York State 
Library School, to study the library methods of 
different cities, was this year in the direction of 
Boston and its vicinity. The party, numbering 
27 persons, left Albany on April 17, and started 
on their homeward way on April 27. Miss Cut- 
ler was an efficient general, and the 10 days 
spent in personal inspection, investigation, and 
comparison were thoroughly enjoyed by the 
members of the school, to whom the trip must 
prove of permanent benefit. The itinerary in- 
cluded a visit to Hartford, taking in the Theo- 
logical Seminary Library, Trinity College Li- 
brary, Hartford Public Library, and Watkinson 
Library of Reference ; Springfield City Library 
was visited, as was the Worcester Public Libra- 
ry, and the American Antiquarian Society Li- 
brary, at Worcester. At Boston visits were 
made to the Atheneum Library, the Boston 
Book Co., State Library, Library Bureau, Bos- 
ton Public Library, and the Newton (Mass.) 
Free Library. The school alsovisited Wellesley 
College Library; Salem, where the public li- 
brary, Essex Institute, Peabody Academy of 
Science, and Salem Athenzum were inspected, 
and where Dr. Poole’s birthplace was hunted 
up and visited; Cambridge, including Harvard 
College Library, the Episcopal Theological 
School and Cambridge Public Library; and 
Lowell, where the meeting of the Massachusetts 
Library Club was attended, and a visit made to 
the city library. Miss Cutler promises a full 
report of the trip for the next number of the 
JOURNAL. 


State Librarn Associations. 
MASSACHUSETTS LIBRARY CLUB, 


A MEETING of the Massachusetts Library Club 
was held April 26 in the Memorial Hall of the 
new City Library building, at Lowell, Mass. 
There was an attendance of more than 150, in- 
cluding the New York State Library School, 
under the charge of Miss M. S. Cutler, vice- 
director, Miss James, lately of the People’s 
Palace, London, and Miss Petherbridge, of 
Liverpool, were also present. 

President Jones called the meeting to order at 
10:50 a.m., and asked Mr. Fletcher to speak of 
Dr. Poole. 

Mr. Fletcher said: 

‘Called as I am to speak of Dr. Poole to 
librarians and to a number of young librarians, 
I prefer to address myself to the question, What 
made Dr. Poole what he was as a librarian? 
In the first place, he was a lover of books, He 
became a librarian naturally through this fond- 
ness for books. When in college, he found him- 
self brought in contact with a good library, of 
which he soon became a frequenter. 

** May we not well note this as the most legiti- 
mate basis for the choice of librarianship as a 
life-work? Nowadays there are many would-be 
librarians, some because it is easier than teaching 
—perhaps it is. Some because it pays better 
than teaching — perhaps it does—and others 
for various reasons. But let no one feel called 
to this work who is not, like Dr. Poole, a lover 
of books. In the second place, he was pos- 
sessed of that almost indefinable quality which 
we call ‘bookishness’; a sort of sixth sense it 
is, by which a man apprehends and appreciates 
books, classes of books, authors, titles, editions 
and this whole world of bibliopolic details falls 
in his mind into order and system, while to one 
without bookishness they form a bewildering 
maze. So Dr. Poole took naturally to bibliog- 
raphy, which is merely bookishness codified. 
This is another prime qualification, is it not, for 
the librarian? He must be happy not only in 
reading and studying books, but in the mere 
handling and arranging and cataloging of them, 
so that itis not a question when his working 
hours are over, but rather when he can tear 
himself from his work. 

**With Dr. Poole this ready apprehension of 
books manifested itself strikingly in the fact that 
he soon perceived that for his own uses as a stu- 
dent there were immense stores of material 
locked up in the long sets of periodicals that had 
served only as ‘dummies’ on the library shelves. 
He learned to find this material, and used it ef- 
fectively. 

‘*And just here we come to the manifesta- 
tion in him of another prime qualification for 
librarianship. He had now become the assistant 
librarian of his society library (which was the 
one he had frequented), and he felt that it was 
his business, as it would be his joy, to make the 
books useful. Hence his first ‘‘ Index to periodi- 
cals,” compiled by what was fora college student 
working in a new field a prodigious amount of 
labor, and most wisely conducted labor, too. He 
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was willing to do all this to make the library 
more useful to its users, and in this showed that 
prime requisite for a librarian — a public-spirited 
desire and effort to make the library do its best 
work for the public good. 

‘*Dr, Poole was an intense believer in the free 
public library. When in Cincinnati he had a 
newspaper controversy with an able opponent 
of the public library supported by taxation as 
an innovation in the sphere of government. 
Dr. Poole’s articles were marked by signa! abil- 
ity aS a reasoner on the functions of govern- 
ment; but after all, what gave them most force 
was perhaps the serene faith in his cause, which 
shone in every word. 

** Along with this faith in the free library sys- 
tem, Dr. Poole had faith in the people, which, 
after all, is nearly the same thing. In his day, 
more than in ours, it was common for intelligent 
men to question whether the public could be 
trusted. It was feared that they would misuse 
books if they had them freely. 

“ But Dr. Poole hada truly democratic faith in 
the people. He did not join the outcry against 
a liberal supply of fiction in libraries, but on the 
contrary always maintained that if given books 
such as they would read the public would read 
up and not down. 

‘* There is time to mention only one more 
trait in Dr, Poole’s character as a librarian. 
He was intensely progressive. Almost inevita- 
bly towards the end of his life he was counted 
among the conservatives on many questions, but 
how wonderfully progressive he was when most 
of his life-work was done ! 

**Go back to his career in Boston, in Cincin- 
nati, in Chicago, who wasmore to the front than 
he in all essentials of true progress? We hear 
much of the change which has come over libra- 
ries and librarianship; but if it is true that the 
library was once regarded as a mere storehouse 
of books and the librarian as a watch-dog to keep 
intruders away, while now the library has be- 
come the people's literary workshop and the 
librarian the ‘ guide, counsellor, and friend’ of 
the workers —if such a change has taken place it 
made itself felt just when Dr. Poole was in the 
front, and it is quite safe to say that to no one 
is this progress and development due in a larger 
degree than to him.” 

The first subject for the day was bookbinding, 
and Mr. J. H. H. McNamee, the well-known 
Cambridge binder, read a most interesting and 
valuable paper descriptive of binding for libra- 
ries. He illustrated the process with samples 
of materials, specimens of binders’ tools, and 
books in every stage, from the unfolded sheet 
to the bound volume, and, by the aid of an ex- 
pert assistant from his bindery, and a sewing- 
press, exhibited the important art of sewing, 
“on which depends, not only the strength of the 
book, but its shape and manner of opening.” 
The mysteries of the ‘‘ kettle-stitch,” “sawing 
in,” ‘‘ raised bands,” ‘‘two sheets on,” whip- 
stitching,” etc., were all made plain, It is im- 
possible even to summarize the paper here, but 
the gist of a few recommendations may be indi- 
cated. In ‘“‘ lacing in” the book to the covers, 
the ends of the bands should not be heavily 


worked down, so as to pay them out or cut the 
fibre against the edge of the hole. A slight ele- 
vation of the leather over them is amply offset 
by the greater strength obtained. In binding 
for a public or a circulating library, have books 
that are to be preserved only, or that will be 
popular but fora time, carefully pulled to pieces, 
sewed with Hayes’ linen thread, rounded and 
backed, but not laced in. Have the boards 
placed away from the backs about '4 inch, that 
they may swing easily, and not tear off the first 
and last signatures. Give the back and joint a 
lining of ** super” (cheese-cloth), pasted directly 
to the leaves, and also to the inside of the boards. 
Cover with American duck or canvas, which will 
prove more lasting than any other material, with 
the possible exception of vellum and the very best 
grade of levant morocco. For large folios use 
heavy canvas, as it is cheaper thansheep. Lace 
in every band to the boards, which should be 
made of two heavy binders-boards pasted to- 
gether. Lettering can be done in ink on the 
cloth, or in gold, or colored labels pasted to the 
cloth. 

The best grade of morocco (German or French 
goat) is the leather in which all books intended 
for daily use should be bound, as it will retain 
its life and stand more hard knocks, and yet 
keep a good appearance, than any other leather 
in common use. Lace in every band, give a 
** super” joint, and use a full open back. 

Don’t cut the leaves with a folder before send- 
ing to the binder; it makes the sewing more 
difficult. Don’t pull to pieces, or take out titles 
and indexes; the binder takes care of that. 
Don’t take off advertisements; it sometimes 
takes away numbered pages and puzzles the 
binder. Don’t use mucilage or glue to repair 
books; your binder will send you a little paste, 
or you can make it by boiling floor and water 
with a little salt. To make it keep a long time, 
add a few drops of oil of cloves and seal up. 
Give the binder general rules for cutting books, 
placing plates, binding in ‘‘ ads.” and covers, 
style of lettering, etc. In the case of special 
volumes, made up of leaves taken from other 
volumes, place every leaf in correct order, and 
write directions very carefully. Finally use a 
schedule, with spaces for schedule number, 
name of book, and lettering for each volume, 
description of binding, and the price. The 
binder will then have acomplete order on a large 
sheet which he is no danger of losing. ‘‘ I have 
mislaid or lost,”” said Mr. McNamee, ‘‘ hundreds 
of lettering slips, which are the bane of a bind- 
er’s existence.” The schedule gives the librarian 
a complete list of books sent and returned, while 
by laying them away a very complete list of 
prices is preserved for reference. 

At the close of the paper the club inspected 
the beautiful building in which the library is 
housed, and, by the kindness of the trustees, en- 
joyed a bountiful lunch. In the afternoon, a 
vote of thanks to the trustees and librarian hav- 
ing been passed, the subject of binding was re- 
sumed. The secretary read some notes in which 
Mr. Kiernan, superintendent of circulation in 
Harvard College Library, had set down some re- 
sults of his experience. ‘‘ Good judgment is re- 


a 
2 
il 
A 
1 


May, '94] 


quired of the sewer; if the thread is drawn too 
tightly the sewing will break out, while with 
loose sewing the book will be flimsy.” ‘‘ For 
lining the back we use a thin paper, but tough. 
If the back is stiffened too much the book will 
open badly, and sewing be likely to break out. 
We use tight backs for small thin books, and 
loose backs for large thick books. The sewing 


and manner of attaching the covers to the book | 
is much more important than the kind of cover- | 


ing used, as nine out of ten books break in the 
sewing before the cover is worn much.” A 
schedule similar to that described by Mr. Mc- 
Namee is used, and the record of books at the 


binders is kept on catalog cards for periodicals | 
(these being permanently preserved), and ma- | 


nila slips for other books. The binder keepsa 
pile of rub-off patterns of periodical bindings, 
which are referred to by numbers. Mr. Fletcher 
defended the use of lettering slips as the best 
guide to the binder, and said that when cloth 
books were rebound he had the original title cut 
out and pasted on to the new back. At no 


greater cost, the original look of the book was | 


more nearly indicated. This style could be 
briefly ordered as ‘‘so many vols. rebound in 
cloth, titles transferred.” 

Mr. A. C, Potter, head of the ordering de- 
partment in Harvard College Library, spoke on 
foreign bindings. He praised English work, but 
found the cost greater than with us (66-78 cents 
for 16mos, 80 cents for 12mos, $1.02 - $1.26 for 
8vos). French binding is satisfactory in work- 
manship and appearance if close watch is kept 
(30 cents for 12mos, 43 cents for 8vos, 59-82 cents 
for |. 8vos; this includes 71g % agent’s commis- 
sion). The criticisms made a while ago upon 
Leipzig bindings were unmerited, according to 
his experience. The books, however, are not 


laced in, and the cost is more than in France | 


(50-64 cents for 16mos, 57-68 cents for 12mos, 
66 cents— $1.02 for 8vos). 

Miss Sargent, of Medford Public Library, said 
that in binding fiction it was inexpedient for 
small libraries either to wait or pay for the best 
work. Books to be covered can be bound for 
20 - 25 cents for 12mos and 16mos, while a good 
binding for uncovered books cost 40 cents. Very 
satisfactory was the ‘* duro-flexile” binding, 
done by Cedric Chivers, of Bath, England. It 
looks well, opens well, and is reasonable in cost. 

Mr. Jones recommended for pamphlets the 


covers used by the Boston Public Library. | 


They cost 10 cents for 12mos and 12 cents for 
8vos, and a charge of 5 cents is made for stitch- 
ing in the pamphlet. 

Mr. Tillinghast showed a pamphlet sewed 
through and through and covered without let- 
tering for tocents. He also showed a sample 
of pamphlet-binding done in Germany in 14 
linen, lettered, and costing 19 to 26 cents. 

Mr. Andrews, of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, had found it a good plan to have 
the front cover of pamphlets pasted on to the 
outside of the front board. 

The discussion on binding then closed, and 
after Miss Cutler, in behalf of the Library 
School, had thanked the trustees for their wel- 
come in Lowell, and had expressed her pleasure 
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| at the opportunities which had everywhere been 
| placed before the school, the club took up the 
subject of charging systems. 

Mr. Bolton, of the Brookline Public Library, 
| in opening the discussion, said that charging 
| systems fall into two classes — the ledgersystem, 
| and various forms of the slip system. The 
| charging system is intended primarily to record 
borrowers and loans; it is often made to serve 
as a means of collecting statistics. The latter 
| use does not justify any measures that lengthen 
the time the public must wait at the desk. A 
minute analysis of circulation may stimulate a 
librarian, but it may also make him morbid. 
Too elaborate statistics work to the injury of 
the public, and make us, in Mr. Cutter’s words, 
appear like children who pull up their plants to 
| see if they are growing. Let a librarian go 
| about among the readers and he will get a more 
| vivid idea of the character of their reading than 
| statistics will give him. Of the 20 questions 
| which might be answered by the charging sys- 
| tem, as set forth at the Cincinnati conference in 

1882 (LIBRARY JOURNAL, 7:181), five, viz.: 1, 2, 
4, 7, 14, would suffice for all legitimate pur- 
poses, and 14 could be dispensed with; the 
others are of doubtful utility, or can be an- 
swered by other means. Let us simplify even 
at the expense of our statistics. 

Miss Thurston d-scribed the single temporary 
slip used at the Newton Library. The book 
number and registration are entered on the slip, 
and the date stamped on the borrower's card. 
The date is not stamped on the slip until after 
the borrower has gone. The slips are arranged 
by book number and kept in an L. B. tray. Blue 
slips are for scholars’ use, and red for teachers’. 

Mr. Hayes, of Somerville Public Library, said 
that he had seen at Dover, N. H., 12 books a 
minute delivered by three ass‘stants with a sys- 
tem somewhat similar to Miss Thurston's. The 
receiving and not the delivery desk, keeps the 
public waiting. Of what use is it to stamp the 
date of return upon the card ? 

Mr. Foster said : 

‘The ‘temporary slip’ represents the more 
rudimentary form of the very ingenious idea of 
representing the long title of a book and the 
equally long name of the borrower, respectively, 
by the short number, thus saving very much 
time in charging. The ‘ permanent slip,’ as 
developed by Mr. Cutter and others, aims to go 
still further, and make the file of slips answer a 
considerable number of different kinds of ques- 
tions. The simplest form is that which has one 
slip in each book, and stamps the current date, 
at the time of issuing the book, (1) on the card, 
(2) on the slip, and files the slips in the order of 
the book-numbers.(a) Another variety is a two- 
slip system, and files one set of slips in the order 
of the book-numbers, and the other in the order 
of the borrower-numbers, thus keeping an ac- 
count with each.(4) Still another variety is that 
which, while it calls for one slip only on issuing 
the book, stamps the date in a third place (either 
on the pocket (c) or at the front of the book (2) 
— in any case somewhere on or about the book). 

‘* The distinction which Mr. Bolton has indi- 
cated between systems which aim at fulness of 
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statistics and those which aim at rapidity of de- 
livery, is probably more apparent than real, since 
several of those which are exceptionally explicit 
in statistical information are also those which 
come nearest to the minimum waiting time for 
the reader. Inthe effort to reduce this time toa 
minimum, the librarian is forced to take account 
of three principal sets of operations : (1) those 
of the clerk at the receiving-desk, (2) those of 
the messenger who goes to the shelves for the 
book, and (3) those of the clerk at the delivery- 
desk. The pressure, in the case of nearly every 
slip system, does not come at the delivery-desk, 
for here there is no writing to do, and the use 
of a dating-stamp is all that is necessary. If, 
however, any relief can be gained at the receiv- 
ing-desk, where — even with the arrangement of 
the slips in their proper order — it is necessary to 
do something like ‘ searching’ before the finger 
rests on the exact slip wanted, it will be a very 
real help. For this reason the Paterson or New- 
ark plan, by which the books can be taken in at 
the receiving-desk, with the necessity for stamp- 
ing the date in one place only —the borrower's 
card — has a manifest superiority over the other 
systems, in the matter of reducing time of wait- 
ing to a minimum, since the slips can be looked 
up in the file, at some subsequent time, from the 
date on the book itself. The third factor in the 
effort to secure this ‘minimum’ is the visiting 
of the shelves, If the first book found ‘in’ 
is the last of a list of 25, the efforts already 
referred to at the receiving-desk and delivery- 
desk are to that extent neutralized. The plan 
of ‘ open shelves,’ in any one of its various forms, 
is obviously of practical assistance here (e), since 
the borrower finds his own book, and thus no 
time that is counted is consumed between the 
receiving-desk and the delivery-desk.” 

Mr. Lane said that at the Boston Athenz- 
um they were now stamping on the borrower's 
card at delivery the date when the book should 
be returned instead of the date of issue. Mr. 
Andrews, of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, called the attention of the club to a list 
of books for boys prepared by a club of young 
men in Boston, and said he should be glad to 
furnish the secretary's address to those inter- 
ested. 

The meeting adjourned shortly after 4 p.m. 
A few members, who resisted the enticements of 
the 4:30 Boston train, visited the Middlesex 
Mechanics’ Association Library, and paid tribute 
to the delightful day by riding out to the Falls, 
while some, still more enterprising, penetrated 
to the recesses of North Chelmsford. All, how- 
ever, are believed to have ultimately reached 
home in safety. 

W: Secretary. 

(a) That of the Providence Public Library. 

(4) That of the Boston Athenzeum (Lisrary jourRNAL, 
4: 445-46), and that of the Milwaukee Public Library 
(Liprary JOURNAL, 7: 178 - 82). 

(c) In use in the public libraries of Paterson, N. J., 
Newark, N.J., Salem, Mass., and other places. Sug- 
gested by the late Mr. John F. Sargent. 

(d) As in the Cambridge Public Library. 

(¢) For further references on charging systems, see 
those given by S. S. Green (Lisrary jourNnaAL, 6: 108 -9,) 
and H. J. Carr (Liprary JOURNAL, 14: 213-14). See also 
the abstract of Miss Plummer’s Chicago paper (Lisrary 
JOURNAL, 18: 242-46.) 


NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


THE meeting of the New Hampshire Library 
Association at Dover, on April 27, was the most 
successful one that has ever been held. The as- 
sociation assembled at the forenoon session in 
the public library rooms, and after an address of 
welcome by Mayor Foss, of Dover, and opening 
remarks by the president, Hon. W. W. Bailey, 
Miss Pickering, trustee of the Langdon Library 
at Newington, read an entertaining paper on 
‘* The difficulties of starting a public library,” 
and J. E. Pearl, of Rochester, gave a talk on 
** Rebinding : various styles and prices.” Then 
followed a valuable discussion on the subject of 
rebinding by various members of the associa- 
tion. 

The afternoon session was held in the recep- 
tion-room of the city building, and there were 
present a large number of teachers and other 
citizens of Dover in addition to the members of 
the association. At this sessicn Miss James, 
librarian of the People’s Palace, London, gave 
an interesting account of the founding of the 
People's Palace and the work that is done 
there for the lower classes of the East End. C. 
C. Rounds, Ph.D., principal of the State Nor- 
mal School, then delivered a thoughtful and 
able address on ‘‘ What the public school would 
like of the library."" The last address of the 
session on the subject, ‘‘ What the libraries are 
doing for the schools.” was by O. S. Davis, of 
Lakeport, who gave a detailed account of‘the 
methods pursued in various libraries for making 
the library an aid in the work of the public 
schools. 

At the close of Dr. Rounds’ address, it was 
voted that a committee, of which Dr. Rounds 
should be chairman, be appointed to prepare a 
list of books suitable for the younger pupils in 
the schools, which list is to be printed and dis- 
tributed to the librarians throughout the state. 
The other members of the committee have not 
yet been announced. 

The following resolutions in recognition of the 
eminent services of Dr. Poole were adopted by 
the association : 

“ Wuereas, It has pleased Divine Providence to call 
hence William Frederick Poole, LL.D., librarian of 
Newberry Library, Chicago, and author of ‘* Poole’s In- 
dex of periodical literature ; ’ therefore be it 

“ Resolved, That the New Hampshire Library Asso- 
ciation, now assembled in session, desire to express their 
sense of the loss the library interests of the country have 
sustained in the death of Dr. Poole, and their profound 
conviction that his influence will ever be felt in the con- 
stantly widening library movement of this country; 

“ Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to 
the Liprary jourNAL and to the family of Dr. Poole.” 


Mr. Folsom, superintendent of schools in 
Dover, took occasion to express his thanks and 
to render a well-deserved tribute to Miss Gar- 
land, librarian, and to the trustees of the Dover 
Library for their valuable co-operation with the 
public schools of the city, and then the meeting 
adjourned. 

After adjournment, refreshments, provided 
by the trustees of the Dover Library, were 
served to all, and thus ended a day replete with 
pleasure and profit to those who were in at- 
tendance. I. E, PEARL, 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LIBRARY CLUB. 
THE postponed meeting for April of the 


Southern California Library Club was held on | 


the evening of April to, in the reading-room 
of the Los Angeles P. L., President Tessa L. 
Kelso in the chair. 

Prof. Carlos Bransby spoke to the club on 
** The tendencies of modern Spanish literature.” 
The instructive remarks of the speaker were 
interspersed with bits of biography and sketches 
of the novels of contemporary Spain and Span- 
ish America. A reference list of authors and 
books referred to by Prof. Bransby had been 
prepared, and copies were distributed to those 
present. A number of teachers, and library 
workers were present, and the general public was 
also represented. MARYS. Murpuy, Secretary. 


Librarp Clubs, 


NEW YORK LIBRARY CLUB. 


THE regular May meeting of the New York 
Library Club was held on Thursday, May ro, at 
Columbia College Library. The subject as- 
signed for discussion was, ‘‘ What is needed in 
American bibliography.”” President Cole called 
the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m., about 25 
members being present. 

The president introduced Mr. Aksel G. S. 
Josephson, of the New York State Library 
School, who read a paper on “ Special interna- 
tional bibliographies.” Mr. Josephson spoke of 
the need of international bibliographies of spe- 
cial subjects. He held that such work should be 
made possible by government aid, and that the 
large libraries and the leading educational and 
scientific institutions in America and Europe 
should co-operate in bringing out such bibliog- 
raphies, representing all the known literature on 
any special subject. 

President Cole then introduced the subject for 
discussion —‘‘ What is needed in American 
bibliography,” and asked Mr. Bowker to present 
to the club an account of the purpose and scope 
of the proposed American Catalogue of books 
from 1800 to 1876, not included in the 1876 
volume. 

Mr. Bowker accordingly gave a brief sketch of 
the plan of the work, It was intended to be 
preliminary to and to collect material for the 
ideal General Catalogue of the nineteenth 
century ; at the same time it was thought that 
a reasonably complete catalog of American pub- 
lications from 1800 to 1876, not included in the 
first American catalogue, would havea value of its 
own, and be of considerable usefulness to libra- 
ries, and it would thus afford reasonable chance 
of pecuniary support, though not of success. It 
is proposed to make a catalog with author-entry 
only, save in the case of anonymous works, and to 
carry on the compilation as far as through D or E, 
giving a part of 150 or 160 pages, and with that as 
a basis wait tosee whether sufficient support can 
be obtained to justify completing the alphabet. I, 
is also proposed to issue an appendix or supple. 
mentary part, giving U. S. government publica. 
tions from the beginning, state publications, 
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and publications of societies on the plan of the 
previous catalogs, while a second supplementary 
part, including subject, and, perhaps, title-en- 
tries, would be contemplated. The plan by 
which the catalog is to be worked out consists of 
rewriting from Roorbach, Kelly, Trubner, Ste- 
vens and other early catalogs, all titles which 
are not included in the other American Catalogue 
volumes. Final work of compilation includes 
the searching for titles in local and special bibli- 
ographies and minor publications. After the 
first part is in print, the co-operation of librari- 
ans will be expected in filling gaps and supply- 
ing additional entries. 

A general discussion followed. Mr. Baker 
hoped that it would be possible to give entries 
with more detail and bibliographical fulness than 
had been possible in the previous American 
Catalogues, and spoke of the usefulness of a com- 
plete list of government publications. Mr. Poole 
suggested that in the case of rarer or more impor- 
tant books, brief reference, by letter or abbrevia- 
tion, be made to the catalog, in which full descrip- 
tive entry of such book could be found —as in 
Sabin or Stevens. Mr. Bowker briefly summed 
up the results of the discussion. As to fuller 
entries than had been heretofore given, these 
were precluded, partly for reasons of cost, part- 
ly for insufficient information. In this respect 
it was hoped that the General Catalogue, if ever 
published, might be fuller; but this could only 
be done with the effective co-operation of libra- 
rians, and the object of the present catalog was 
chiefly to furnish material to librarians for cor- 
rection, and addition. 

At the close of the discussion, Pres. Cole an- 
nounced, that this being the annual meeting of 
the club, the election of officers for the ensuing 
year would now take place. Messrs. Hill and 
Baker and Miss Plummer were appointed a 
committe on nominations, and after a brief con- 
ference reported the following ticket : 

For Pres., C: Alex Nelson; 
th ». W. K. Stetson, 
Vice-Prest’s) 1 ijian Denio; 
** Sec., Harriet B. Prescott; 
‘* Treas., Eliz. R. Tuttle. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, it was voted that the 
secretary cast the ballot for the club, which was 
accordingly done, and the officers were declared 
elected. 

The treasurer's report was read and approved, 
and the following names for membership were 
proposed and accepted : 

Miss M. A. Stillman, lib’n Mail and Express 
office. 

W. G. Baker, Columbia College Library. 

J. L. B. Sunderland, Railroad Men’s Branch Y. 

M. C, A., Hoboken, N. J. 

Miss Helen P, Odell, ass’t. lib’n Brooklyn Y. 

M. C. A. 

Miss Edith M. Beck, Ass’t Pratt Inst., Brooklyn. 

The secretary then read a letter from Miss 
Mary Poole in acknowledgment of the resolu- 
tions on the death of her father, which were 
passed by the club at their last meeting. 


Adjourned. 
Harriet B, Prescort, Secretary. 


4 
st 
s- 
in 
of 
y. 
ry 
yn 
” 
a- 
of | 
1e 
4 
r- nig 
id 
id 
re 
of 
& 
ic 
is 
ls 
n 
rt 
of ‘ 
ir 
e 
d 
n 
d 
Tr 
d 
| 


176 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


[Afay, *94 


Reviews. 


CoLuins, Victor, comp. Attempt at a catalogue 
of the library of the late Prince Louis-Lucien 
Bonaparte. Lond., Sotheran & Co., 1894. 
718 p. O. bds., 1 guinea, 


The catalog issued under this modest title is 
a striking exposition of the extent and impor- 
tance of Prince Louis Bonaparte’s remarkable 
philological library. It was his aim to include 
in his collection specimens of every known lan- 
guage which possessed even the most rudimen- 
tary literature, and he did, in fact, make aston- 
ishing progress towards the accomplishment of 
this great scheme. In regard to the European 
portion, he may be said to have succeeded in his 
purpose, for it is thought that his library includes 
examples of every language and dialect repre- 
sented in Europe; while the part relating to his 
larger task is of unexampled richness and variety. 
As to the catalog itself, it cannot fail to interest 
even the layman, ignorantof philological subtle- 
ties, so varied and curious a store of knowledge 
does it reveal, and to the initiated it must prove 
atreasure. Prepared within an all too limited 
time, in view of the approaching sale of the li- 
brary, the catalog in arrangement and execution 
reflects much credit on its compiler. It records 
13,699 volumes, embracing works in most of the 
known languages of the world, and the compila- 
tion was completed within a period of 18 months. 
** It is,” says Mr. Collins, “ but the merest out- 
line of the linguistic treasures contained in the 
library, and it is no exaggeration to say that in 
all probability some of the rarest and most val- 
uable works have escaped notice altogether.” 
He adds: “‘ In the compilation of a perfect cata- 
log of the Bonaparte library there is several 
years’ work for many experts.”” In view of the 
limited period allowed for its preparation, it was 
necessary to save time and expense as far as 
possible. For this purpose the title entries have 
been made as brief as practicable, and Roman 
type is used almost exclusively. A little more 
freedom in the first respect would have been 
desirable, especially in the case of the pagination, 
which is omitted throughout. The catalog is 
classed in three chief divisions : Monosyllabic 
languages; Agglutinative languages; Inflectional 
languages. These are subdivided into groups of 
languages, as African languages; Dravidian lan- 
guages; Basque; Semitic languages; Aryan lan- 
guages, etc., which, again, are divided into many 
dialects and local groups. Monosyllabic lan- 
guages are represented only by the Chinese and 
Tibetan groups. The basis of the linguistic 
arrangement is M. Abel Hovelacque’s ‘‘ Science 
of language.” There are brief annotations in 
the case of books requiring descriptive or ex- 
planatory comment, and a good many titles are 
distinguished as ‘‘ not in the British Museum.” 
Mr. Collins had the assistance of the British 
Museum library staff in his work, and the early 
German, the Italian, Welsh, Gaelic, Basque, and 
Spanish works have been revised by scholars in 


these special fields. So remarkable is the scope 
and variety of the collection, thai the catalog ap- 
pears rather as a summary of the philological 
literature of the world than as the catalog of a 
private library. Inthis aspect alone it is of wide 
bibliographical interest and importance, Noone 
can glance over the riches of the collection with- 
out echoing Mr. Collins’ hope that “‘ its ultimate 
destination will be some learned institution 
where its linguistic treasures may be studied at 
ease.” It would be most regrettable should 
this monument of painstaking scholarship and 
scientific enthusiasm be dispersed throughout 
the private and public libraries of England, 
America or the Continent, and it is therefore 
pleasant to note that the Messrs. Sotheran, in 
whose hands it has been placed for sale, desire 
to receive offers for the collection es d/oc only. 
The library was valued by its —- ae 


Witson, F: J. The all-time library. London, 
Thinkers’ Association, and W. Reeves, 1894. 
22+[2] p. O. 6a. 


‘* Library” is here used in the sense of ‘‘ col- 
lection of books.”” The author has prepared 
some 1500 ‘‘ book-backs,” apparently containing 
classified headings, and possibly references or 
quotations. ‘‘A mind-map has been made out, 
into which, as a library of reference, every con- 
victioned thought should find its relation, posi- 
tion, and radiation. The magnitude of this 
prospective arrangement is simplified in that 
through colors, forms, and numbers we see 
everything.” Mr. Wilson triesto make his idea 
clear by four woodcuts and a table. To the 
present writer's apprehension he has not suc- 
ceeded, owing, perhaps, to his peculiar use of 
English. A short specimen may tempt some of 
our readers to try their luck at interpretation — 
or, may have the contrary effect: ‘‘ It is as- 
sumed that the whole of those 16 beddings in- 
associate the whole of our recognized intelligent 
ideas which, disclosed as four windows, would 
divide knowledge into: The A Window to all- 
astronomy from primality; the E Window the 
activity of Nature from preconceived movement; 
the I Window to comprehension by intelligence 
to progressive constructability in physical, men- 
tal, and ideal imaginance, which ideal is the 
prospective ‘to-morrowment;’ and in the M 
Window will be man’s aspiration to the light of 
all-pervadence.” 

It is melancholy to see so much labor put into 
a work with so little prospect of its being of any 
use. It has been going on since 1863. In 10 
years his ** book-backs ” had reached the num- 
ber of 500 foolscap volumes. Finding the size 
uncomfortably large he cut them down to half- 
foolscap size. Whether he rewrote them all 
(supposing that there is anything to rewrite) is 
not clear. What there is in the books, or wheth- 
er there is anything, I cannot make out; but as 
for several years Mr. Wilson has had three as- 
sistants in his work, they are presumably filled 
with wisdom or — C.: 
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Librarp Economp and Gistorp. 


LOCAL. 


Belfast (Me.) F. L. (Rpt.) Added 508; total 
6220. Issued, 21,136 (fict. 12,294); reading- 
room use 1375. 

The list of new books for 1893 has been type- 
written at the library, making a saving of $50 or 
more. A typewritten fiction list of 85 p. has 
been completed, being the beginning of a com- 
plete catalog. 


Bloomington (/il.) L. A. The association has 
unanimously decided to transfer its library to 
the city, that it may be reorganized as a free 
public library. The library, building and books, 
is valued at $44,000; it contains 14,000 volumes, 
and its only encumbrance is a debt of $4000. It 
is probable that the authorized two-mill tax will 
be adopted by the townspeople, and this would 
give an estimated income of about $7000 a year, 


Boulder, Col. Univ. of Colorado. The uni- 
versity catalog for 1893-94 outlines the course 
of iastruction on bibliography given by Prof. 
Lowrey, librarian of the university; the lectures 
are held every Saturday at 10 a.m. The course 
is as follows: 

First Semester.—1, Library technics. Lect- 
ures: Place of bibliography in a liberal educa- 
tion; university libraries; student use of library; 
connection with recitation, lecture, and seminary 
work; methods in reference and original investi- 
gation. Practical work. Explanation of library 
regulations, appliances, classification, shelf loca- 
tion, records, card catalogs and indices; use of 
bibliography. Practice work in library reference 
on subjects, collateral with other work, suggest- 
ed by librarian and professors. Practice work 
in sections, time arranged with librarian. An 
opportunity to learn the practical details of li- 
brary administration is extended to a limited 
number of careful and proficient students, at the 
discretion of the librarian. 

Second Semester. — 2, Systematic bibliogra- 
phy. Open to seniors of all departments. Lect- 
ures: Use of bibliography in the practical life of 
man of culture; historical development of books; 
scientific purpose and use of books and libraries; 
critical standards for the construction of books 
and the selection of libraries ; typical examples 
in the various departments of investigation; es- 
sential books; best books; critical books; ar- 
chives; rare books; suggestions for private li- 
brary purchase ; basis of prices ; editions; bind- 
ings ; blemishes; sources of purchase; how to 
keep posted to date; authorities on bibliography; 
arrangement and care of books; details and fur- 
niture of room for a private library. 


Brookline (Mass.) P. L. On March 1 the 
library began the practice of issuing two books 
on one card, with the provision that only one 
should be a work of fiction and that two new 
books should not betaken. It is believed thatthe 
plan will result in a larger circulation of standard 
reading. Lists of the best articles in the current 
periodicals are posted on the bulletin-board from 
day to day, under the heading, ‘‘the maga- 


zines ;"’ lists for teachers are headed ‘‘ educa- 
tion and teaching,” and are added to daily; and 
under the heading ‘* events of the day,” men- 
tion is made of books and articles on timely 
subjects. Pictures of popular writers of the day 
are also placed near the delivery-desk from time 
to time, where it is thought they may prove of 
interest. 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) L. Some important changes, 
which have been for some time in contemplation, 
are now in progress in the library. The princi- 
pal change will be the transfer of the reading- 
room tothe second story, while the book-delivery 
room will be removed to the first floor. The 
number of books has grown so great that it is 
thought wise to shift the weight of the greater 
number of them to the main floor. At the same 
time the change in the location of the reading- 
room will secure better light for those who use 
it, the windows in the old room having become 
darkened by the erection of tall buildings close 
to the library. During the alterations the li- 
brary will be closed part of the time. 


Brookiyn, N. Y. Pratt Institute F. L. A 
subject catalog of accessions has been begun. 
It is to be made by inserting the printed entries 
in a Rudolph indexer book in alphabetic order 
of subject-headings. So far as known this library 
is the first to adopt this plan. The library has re- 
cently secured over 50 volumes of music, chiefly 
classical, from the sale of the musical library of 
the late J: S. Dwight, of Boston. These have 
been put in current circulation. 


Chester (Pa.) F. L. The new library building 
was formally opened on the evening of April 2. 
There was a reception and dedicatory exercises, 
with addresses and music. The library, which 
is now in its 20th year, was established and de- 
veloped almost solely through the efforts of 
Miss Laura Hard, who has worked unremittingly 
for its maintenance and for its establishment in 
an attractive and suitable building. The library 
was organized in 1873, and leda precarious exist- 
ence in unsuitable quarters for nearly 20 years. 
For the last two years it has been located in the 
post-office building. The new building is two 
stories high, 32 x 25 feet; it is in Queen Anne 
style, built of red brick, with brown-stone trim- 
mings, and finished inside with hard wood. It 
is lighted by electricity. The total cost of build- 
ing and site is about $14,000, of which $4000 re- 
mains asadebt. The annual expenses will be 
from $1200 to $1400. Miss Edith Burnap is 
librarian. 


Concord (Mass.) F. P. L. (21st rpt.) Added 
886; total 25,642; issued, home use 22,840. The 
treasurer’s report, giving expenses at $1366.28, 
shows a deficit of $87.70. 

The librarian says: ‘‘ The library has been 
opened on Sunday afternoons since the Ist of 
December. On two or three pleasant Sundays, 
when walking and driving were good, the attend- 
ance has been small— about 16; but the worse 
the walking and stormier the day, the larger the 
attendance, reaching 35 and 40 on some days. 
If one considers the test of the success of Sun- 


94 
— 
.P- 
a 
de 
ne 
ite 
on 
nd 
ut 
A 
re 
in 
re 
oO. 
n, 
= 
Wi: 
d 
f 
t, 
is 
it 
e 
a 
f 
7 
a 
a 


178 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL [ May, 


day opening to be the attendance of people who 
cannot come on other days, it has been only 
partly successful, as quite one-half of the at- 
tendance has been of those who can and do 
come at all times.” 

A bulletin of the books added to the library 
during the past three years is appended to the 
report; it covers 32 pages and records about 
2600 v. 


Denver (Col.) P. L. The members of the li- 
brary training class have visited paper-mills, 
newspaper offices and composing-rooms, a 
smelter, a paper warehouse, bindery, the Legis- 
lature when in special session, and the City 
Hall, The regular work of the library has been 
continued. They have received instruction in 
class in several departments of work, and are 
now engaged, among other things, in looking up 
all books and articles and parts of books bearing 
on various subjects, most of which, in the words 
of Mr. Swiveller, are “ staggerers.”” 

A series of five lectures on ‘‘ The physiologi- 
cal factor in learning and teaching,” by Dr. 
Henry Sewall, were given at the library on Sat- 
urday afternoons, April 7 to May 5. 


Elgin, lil. Gail Borden L. (Rpt.) Added 1009; 
total 14,397; lost 3. Issued, home use 103,421; 
ref. use 4181. Visitors to reading-room 51,187; 
visitors to ref. room 4599. 


Germantown, Phila. Friends’ F. L. (Rpt.) 
Added 615; total 17,282; issued 11,994. Visitors 
to library 20,497; no. borrowers 1500 (estimated). 

A ‘list of books added in 1893” is appended 
(15 p.). 

Hanover, N. H. Dartmouth College L. (Col- 
lege catalog, 1893 — 94.) 

‘* The college library, representing the accu- 
mulations of a century and a quarter in several 
collections, is now consolidated in one, with 
various departmental divisions. The main col- 
lection, numbering about 75,000 v. and 20,000 
pm., is in Wilson Hall, which also contains 
three well-stocked reading-rooms for newspa- 

rs, magazines, and reference-books, and a 
arge art gallery.” In the college course spe- 
cial attention is given to bibliology by occasional 
lectures, supervision of courses of reading, and 
personal assistance. 


Holbrook (Mass.) P. L. Total 6678; issued 
12,510; no, borrowers 2656. 


Lancaster (Mass.) Town L. (31st rpt.) Added 
892; total 24.249. Issued, home use 11,811 
(fict. and juv. .662 %); no account kept of ref. use; 
lost and not paid for 4; no. cardholders 1329. 
Receipts $1851.20. 

The school-teachers in the more remote dis- 
tricts of the town have been authorized “to re- 
ceive and distribute among their pupils such 
books as may be desired, these being carried to 
and fro by friendly hands without expense to the 
town.” 

A ‘‘ catalog of books added to the library since 
March 1, 1893,” is appended to the report. 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston. 
The institute contains 10 regular libraries in ad- 


dition to the collection in the Margaret Cheney 
room. Each isin immediate connection with the 
department whose needs it is intended tosupply, 
and each has its own card catalog, while a dupli- 
cate of every card is also kept in the office of 
the general librarian. Five of the libraries have 
their own librarians; the librarian-in-chief has 
charge of the chemical library, and the remain- 
ing four are looked after by the professors of 
the departments concerned. The president says: 
**I do not think it would be an exaggeration to 
say that the use of books by our students is 
fourfold what it would be if the students were 
required to go to a large general library and take 
out the desired volumes with the formalities 
usual in such cases.” 

The accessions of the past year are 5009; the 
total number of v. is 30,419. 


MASSACHUSETTS LiBRARY CLUB, Handbook. 
Constitution, officers, members; with a list of 
meetings held by the club since its foundation. 
17 p. D. 

Maury, Nannie Belle. The Congressional Li- 
brary. (In Harper's Weekly, Ap. 21.) 244 p. 
6 il. 

A description of the library and its Aadituds, 


Morgan Park, Ill. Walker L. The public 
library, a gift of Mr. G: C. Walker, of Chicago, 
has recently become the property of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. While it is now the library 
of the Academy of the University of Chicago, 
the residents of Morgan Park enjoy all their 
former privileges, and they receive from the 
academy in return for the library 10 scholar- 
ships, known as the Walker Scholarships, to be 
given to academy pupils, residents of the vil- 
lage. Two representatives of the village are 
chosen annually to co-operate with the academy 
board as a committee on library. 

The library now contains 3255 vols. and 75 
pamphlets, with a prospect of large additions in 
the future. 


New Haven (Ct.) P. L. (7th rpt.) Added 
2798; total 23,765; issued, home use 162,367 
(fict. and juv. 75.5 £); no statistics of ref. useare 
kept. Cardsin force 8451. Receipts $11,326.64; 
expenses $10,931.85. 

The increase in circulation for the year was 
31,019 V., Or over 24 per cent. —certainly a re- 
markable showing. No reference statistics are 
kept, but this use is constantly increasing, and 
Librarian Stetson suggests that more attention 
could profitably be paid to this department of the 
library, and that special advantage would be de- 
rived from the establishment of an “ information- 
desk.” The only catalog issued during the past 
year was the juvenilecatalog. This waslargely 
experimental, being the only juvenile catalog 
which the library has issued, the purposes of 
such acatalog having been partly served by aster- 
isks prefixed to the book numbers in the former 
catalog. It was printed from the linotype, and 
sold at 1ocents a copy. 


New York. Aguilar F.L. (sthrpt.) Added 
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2960; total 21,363; issued 203,084; no, borrowers 
5465. Receipts $10,184.31; expenses $9751.97. 
~The circulation shows an increase of 8297 Vv. 
over the preceding year. The percentage of 
fiction varies from .554 at the library at East 
Broadway to .799 at the Lexington Avenue 
branch. In May, 1893, a memorial alcove of 
biography was opened, which has proved very 
useful. A list of the best books for the young 
was printed for distribution during the year, 
and the preparation of a card catalog is ap- 
proaching completion. To increase its sphere 
of influence, in July last a reading-room on the 
plan of the Cooper Institute was added to the 
regular free library. At once it was largely at- 
tended, and in one month there was an attend- 
ance of 18,000 visitors. 

New York. Y.M.C.A.L. (Rpt.) Added 
1092; total 41,831; issued 48,532 (science and 
art 41.08 %; fict. 13.4%). Reading-room attend- 
ance 106,512; no. using books 32,262; Sunday 
attendance 5449; 590 periodicals are on file. 

A series of nine “ book talks” were given in 
the course of the year—two at the Young 
Men’s Institute, one at the Railroad Branch, 
4sth Street and Madison Avenue; two at the 
Harlem Branch, one at the East 86th Street 
Branch, one at 23d Street, and two at the Bow- 
ery. The following subjects were spoken upon: 
**Christ in art,” Mornay Williams; ‘“ Book- 
binding, decoration, etc.,” Cephas Brainerd; 
“Lives of the engineers,” Cephas Brainerd; 
** Twenty-five books,” Cleveland H. Dodge; 
‘‘ Brief historical survey of Christian church 
architecture,” Prof. A. D. F. Hamlin; ‘‘ Books 
before the invention of printing,” R. B. Poole. 

** At the close of these informal talks an op- 
portunity was offered to those who desired to 
examine the books used, or the books were left 
fora number of days to be consulted by those 
who were interested, or for any who might wish 
to make designs. 183 volumes, mostly folios, 
were used at the different lectures.” 

Librarian Poole says: ‘‘ Young men would 
be attracted to libraries and to the perusal of 
books if something tangible was presented to 
them, or if they had some definite purpose in 
reading, or a helping hand to direct them. A 
large library is bewildering; the catalog seems 
like an incongruous conglomerate. The mass 
of books and titles needs to be broken up into 
fragments. When the business classes were 
commenced at the 23d Street branch, a list of 
books such as would be helpful toa young man 
Starting in business was handed to the pupils. 
Special lists were also prepared for those in 
schools of medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and art. 
Lists on architecture were sent to a number of 
architectural offices. A list of works on art and 
decoration, sent to the Art Amateur, was pub- 
lished in full. A list of books on the useful arts 
hangs in the reception-room, also a list of books 
for a leisure hour, and another list of books 
written for young men, The results of such 
efforts are not always immediately obvious, 
though we have many encouraging proofs of the 
value of such helps.” 


Pawtucket (R. 1.) F. L. (17th rpt.) Add- 


ed 354; total 13,544. Issued, home use 40,071; 
on school-cards 10,067; ref. use 22,000; tota] no. 
cardholders 8499. Receipts $7 ; expenses 
$7184.82. 

“The work of reclassifying and recataloging 
the library, begun June, 1892, is completed. It 
involved the rearrangement of every book in 
the library; the former shelf-numbers were 
erased, and the new numbers written both inside 
and out, also on the book-slips; many books 
were re-covered, rendering necessary the mark- 
ing of the title, author, and shelf number on 
each; and a new accession list was made, requir- 
ing the recording of the author, title, imprint, 
when and where purchased, price and shelf-num- 
ber, and the writing of nearly 18,000 cards, All 
this was accomplished in the 13 months, the 
greater part in ir, with only the slight incon- 
venience to our patrons of the temporary closing 
of a few shelves during the rearrangement of 
the various classes upon which we were at 
work.” 

Mrs. Saunders speaks with approval of the 
results of giving a school-card to each pupil in 
the public schools, irrespective of age; these 
cards are not confined to books intended only for 
school use, but are chiefly meant to introduce 
books into the homes of children. She also 
touches on the advantage of free access to the 
shelves, and says in regard to Sunday opening: 

** Words cannot express our satisfaction at the 
good results of opening our reading-room to the 
public on Sunday. We have watched carefuliy, 
since its opening in 1890, to find cause, if any 
there be, why it should not be done, because of 
the prejudice for many years against it. We 
find every argument to be in its favor. For the 
most part the men, women, and children who 
frequent the library on that day seem to put on 
with their Sunday attire the Sunday spirit. The 
room is orderly and quiet, excepting from the 
necessary confusion of passing in and out on un- 
carpeted floors. Aside from the current maga- 
zines and regular papers, the various denomina- 
tional papers are on the racks, and are much 
sought. We have recently added several bound 
volumes of Zhe Christian Weekly to the tables; 
these are quartos of illustrated scenes in Bible 
lands and Christian homes, which seem to give 
much pleasure. We find by comparison that our 
Sunday attendance is greater than that of most 
cities, the greatest number reported in Worces- 
ter being 434.” 


Philadelphia, Drexel Institute L. Several 
members of the Drexel Institute library class, ac- 
companied by Miss Kroeger, the librarian, paid a 
short visit to New York City early in April, for 
the purpose of studying the libraries of the city. 
They visited the Astor, Lenox, and Mercantile 
libraries of New York, the Brooklyn Library 
and the Pratt Institute Free Library of Brook- 
lyn, and the Newark Public Library. The trip 
was planned to give the members of the class 
an opportunity to study and compare the vari- 
ous systems of classification, cataloging, etc., 
with that in force at the Drexel Institute Li- 
brary. The party left Philadelphia on April rr, 
returning April 18, 
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Philadelphia F. P. L. Branch No. 4 of the 
Philadelphia Free Library was opened on March 
30, in Roxborough, one of the suburbs of Phila- 
delphia. It is located in Lyceum Hall, and the 
formal opening was largely attended. The 
library contains 7200 volumes, of which 5000 
were contributed by the city; it is partially cata- 
loged. Over 400 applications had been received 
before the date of opening. 

Application has already been made to the 
library committee for the establishment of a 
branch library in West Philadelphia, and the re- 
quest was granted. The chairman of the com- 
mittee has been authorized to ask the city 
councils for an appropriation of $20,000 for the 
continuance of the library. 

An interesting exhibition of medical incunabula 
was opened at the Free Library in the city 
hall on April 17. The collection, owned by Dr. 
Stockton Hough, is a fine one and includes 
several unique books. Al! the volumes date 
prior to 1500 and some of them are remirkably 
curious and interesting. The collection was dis- 
played for five days; Tuesday was devoted to a 
private view, Wednesday was reserved for the 
medical profession, on Thursday librarians and 
library classes were invited, and on Friday and 
Saturday the collection was open to the public. 
Librarian Thomson contemplates having a series 
of informal ‘* book talks” by literary men. His 
intention is to have lectures on poetry, prose, 
fiction, and historical literature at the library, 
to which the public will be admitted. Classes 
will be formed after the University Extension 
idea, and it is probable that his scheme will be 
developed by the early fall. 


Portland (Me.) P. L. Added 1129; total 
38,736. Issued, home use 89,995 (fict. 72%); lib. 
use 28,115; ref. use (estimated) 3000. Receipts 
$10,745.26: expenses $8134.62. 

The trustees suggest that special cards be 
issued to teachers, and that special lists of books 
on timely topics be prepared and posted in the 
library. 


Randolph, Mass., Turner F. L. (18th rpt.) 
Added 379; total 12,072. Issued, home use 17,594; 
no. borrowers 1500. Receipts $4465.10; expenses 


$4253.79. 

** The facilities afforded to each teacher of the 
public schools of the town for taking from the 
library — through its circulating system —any 
number of volumes not exceeding 10, for school 
purposes only, and for an unrestricted period of 
time, has found a ready acceptance and hearty 
commendation from both teachers and scholars. 

** During the past year this branch of circula- 
tion has been larger than the previous year, 
reaching a total of 462 volumes.” 


Seattle (Wash.) P. L. Added 2476; total 11,- 
048 ; issued, home use 98,000. New members 
2703; total no. cardholders 6336, Receipts 
$14,460.11; expenses $10,040.22. 

The last year has shown a remarkable increase 
in membership and circulation, and the prospects 
for 1894, when the library will be housed in new 
and enlarged quarters, is most encouraging. 


Shirley, Mass. Hasen Memorial L. The 


library was formally dedicated on April 25. The 
simple exercises were held in the Universalist 
church, and consisted of dedicatory and other ad- 
dresses, music, recitations, etc. The building 
cost $5500, of which $3000 was bequeathed for 
the purpose by the late Mrs. E..D. Hazen. The 
library contains about 1850 volumes. 


Southbridge (Mass.) P. L. (24th rpt.) Added 
178; total 15,030; issued 21,315 (fict. 44.72 %; 
juv. 20.77%). No. cardholders 2819. Receipts 
$2219.58 ; expenses $2192.26. 

Miss Comins says: “* The allowing free access 
to the shelves for all books except fiction is con- 
tinued, and with most encouraging results. The 
work of revising the card catalog has been con- 
tinued, and will probably be completed the com- 
ing year. Owing to the crowded condition of 
our shelves, our duplicate volumes have been 
removed. Some of them have been given to a 
library in a neighboring town, and others (public 
documents) have been sent to the state house, 
Boston, and to the distributing department at 
Washington, to be sent by them to the new 
libraries being started in smaller towns. This 
fact accounts for the small gain over last year in 
the number of volumes in the library.” 


Trinidad (Col.) F. P. L. Added 1300 ; total 
6183; issued 15,881. 


Truro, Cape Cod, Mass. The town has voted 
to accept the state’s offer of $100 worth of books, 
and $50 has been appropriated for the care and 
maintenance of a town library. Two society 
libraries, comprising some 450 volumes, have 
been turned over to the town; the common- 
wealth’s gift comprises 174 volumes, and the 
new town library opens with a collection of 
about 600 volumes. 

Uxbridge (Mass.) F. P. L. (tgth rpt.) Added 
Ig1 ; total 6533; issued 7886 (fict. 5837); cards 
in use 783. Receipts $1732.09; expenses $666. 31. 

“The superintendent of schools has given 
lists of books to the scholars showing that an 
acquaintance with the contents of the library 
will take its proper place in our system of educa- 
tion.” 

Washington, D. C. A bill to establish a free 
public and departmental library and reading- 
room in the District of Columbia has been intro- 
duced by Mr. Heard (by request) in the House. 
It has been drawn as the result of a recommenda- 
tion made by the committee on libraries of the 
board of trade, which was unanimously adopted 
by that body. 

This committee has been working vigorously 
for the establishment of a public library in 
Washington, and the movement has met with 
general approval. In their report the commit- 
tee say: ‘‘ The departmental libraries at the 
capital contain nearly 300,000 volumes, accessi- 
ble only to a few employees of the government, 
and closed to them early in the afternoon. The 
vast wealth of reading-matter in the Congres- 
sional Library is practically out of the reach of 
workingmen and school-children, owing to the 
hours of opening and closing and the conditions 
placed upon the enjoyment of its privileges. 
Not one of the great government collections is 
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open in the evening, when alone the great mass 
of the people can use the books. There are 52 
libraries in the District, each containing over 
1000 volumes, and not one of them is a free 
lending library, with a reading-room open at 
night for the benefit of the general public.” 

It is suggested that books for the proposed li- 
brary can easily be supplied, by using the thou- 
sands of duplicates in the Congressional Library 
for this purpose, if Congress will consent, and it 
is recommended that ‘‘ the existing departmental 
circulating libraries be added to these books from 
the Library of Congress and made into a general 


departmental library, to which the people of the. 


District not employed by the government should 
also have access.” 

The establishment of branch delivery stations 
throughout the city, and the location of the pro- 
posed library in the new post-office building are 
also urged. 


FOREIGN. 


St. Roch'’s, Quebec, Canada, Ground has been 
given by the Fabrique of St. Roch’s for a pub- 
lic library building. A considerable popular 
subscription has been raised for this purpose, and 
it is intended to erect a four-story stone building, 
with a frontage of go feet and a depth of 115 
feet. 


Toronto, Can. Law Society of Upper Canada. 
(Library committee’s rpt.) Added 1244; total 
26,006; expenses $7795.84. 

** Only five law libraries on this continent are 
larger than this.” 

In October last the task of ‘‘ taking stock” 
was begun, and completed in two months’ time. 
It resulted in ‘‘ the discovery that since 1880 the 
library had lost 253 volumes, other than reports 
and statutes; of these 39 were books of general 
literature, 31 books prescribed by the Law 
Society on its curriculum, and 41 other books 
designed for the use of students; 62 volumes 
were of duodecimo, or still smaller size. 
During thepast year several books that had been 
missing for periods varying from 12 months to 
two years were returned to the shelves, and 
others that had disappeared from view for only 
a few months were discovered in offices and 
rooms throughout the building.” 

Additional accommodation for books is badly 
needed, and a new catalog is an urgent neces- 
sity. 


Vancouver (B. C.) F. L. The library has 
been unusually well attended during the past 
winter, and its use is steadily increasing. Itcon- 
tains only 2200 books, and the daily average of 
attendance has been estimated at about 300; 
fully 8oper cent. of the circulation is fiction. 
The business depression of the last eight months 
has, as usual, resulted in bringing a large num- 
ber of unemployed men tothe library; Librarian 
Machin has kept a list of those whom he knew 
to be out of work, and has made it publicly 
known that he would supply men for any kind 
of work at short notice; he has thus succeeded 
in obtaining temporary employment for several. 
He hopes at some future time to establish a 
museum in connection with the library. 


Librarians. 


ALLAN, Miss Jessie, librarian of the Omaha 
(Neb.) Public Library, who has been ill since 
November, expects to return to the library some- 
time in May. 

CrunpeN, F: M., librarian of the St. Louis 
Public Library, who has been recently confined 
to his home by illness, returned to the library 
on April 26. 

Gauss, E. F. L., assistant librarian of the 
Chicago Public Library, is suffering from ner- 
vous collapse, caused by physical overstrain. Mr, 
Gauss disappeared from his home in Chicago on 
March 24, leaving ne clue to his destination or 
intentions. On April 2 he was found in San 
Francisco, in a state of nervous prostration. He 
did not know why he had travelled from Chicago 
to San Francisco and could give no account of his 
wanderings ; he did not even know when he got 
his meals or whether he had any, and he had, in 
fact, no distinct recollection of anything that 
occurred during the period of his absence. Mr. 
Gauss is at present sojourning in San José (Cal.), 
where he will remain an indefinite length of time 
and endeavor to recover his health. He has 
been connected with the Chicago Public Library 
since 1887 and was always a hard worker. He- 
sides his regular duties he did much outside work 
in his relations to various literary and journal- 
istic associations. His breakdown is definitely 
attributed to overwork. According to Mr. Hild, 
Mr. Gauss left himself absolutely no time for 
healthful recreation, but when he was through 
with the labors of his office he gave lectures and 
readings, until his mind became seriously over- 
strained from lack of rest. It is hoped that a 
period of complete quiet and relaxation will re- 
store him to health, and he will assuredly have 
the sympathy and best wishes of his many 
friends in the A. L. A., and in the Chicago 
Library Club, in which he has always been a 
leading spirit. 

Hurst, Thomas, chief librarian of the Shef- 
field (Eng.) Free Public Libraries, died on April 
21, aged 60 years. He had been engaged in li- 
brary work for 38 years. 21 years ago Mr. 
Hurst, then sub-librarian, succeeded his deceased 
chief, Mr. Walter Parsonson, F.R.A.S. The 
funeral was attended by members of his com- 
mittee and of the library staff, and public officials. 
The tibrary committee have passed this resolu- 
tion: ‘* That this committee sincerely deplore 
the death of their chief librarian... and they 
desire to place on record their high appreciation 
of the valuable services rendered by him, and the 
zealous and conscientious manner in which he 
has performed them. ..."—J. P. B. 


LaRNED, J. N. The first volume of Mr. Lar- 
ned's important work, ‘* History for ready ref- 
erence and topical reading,” has just been 
issued by the C. A. Nichols Co., of Springfield, 
Mass. 

Lowrey, Dr. C: E., librarian of the University 
of Colorado, has a paper on ‘* The university 
library; its larger recognition in higher educa- 
tion,” in Education for May. 
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Cataloging and Classification. 


BIBLIOTHECA DOLLINGERIANA. Katalog der Bi- 
bliothek des Professor J. J. J. von Ddllinger. 
Miinchen, Lindauer, 1894. 671 p. 8°, 10 m. 


The Boston P. L. BuLLetin for April contin- 
ues the index to French historical fiction from 
the 17th to the 19th century, concluding with 
the Commune. It contains an excellent classed 
reading list on the ‘Arctic and Antarctic re- 
gions,” (26 p.), and includes a facsimile reprint 
of ‘‘ Alyst of the pasingers abord the Speedwell, 
bound for New England,” 1656. 


CATHEDRAL LiprARY CATALOGUE. Section 1, 
embracing part 1, Biography, memoirs, and 
letters; part 2, Encyclopedias and books of ref- 
erence, periodicals, old and curious books and 
collected works; part 3, Juvenile literature, 
English fiction, French juvenile, French fic- 
tion, German fiction; part 4, History and 
geography, secret societies, travel, atlases, 
maps. N. Y., Cathedral Library Association, 
March, 1894. 132 p. O. 

Prefaced by a short “‘ history of the Cathedral 
Library,” by Rev. Joseph H. McMahon, The 
classification followed is that of Mr. Schwartz, 
of the Apprentices’ Library; it is prefaced by a 
helpful ‘‘index to the classification.” ‘* Re- 
stricted” books are designated by the letters 
“LL.” The catalog is printed in bold, heavy 
type, on white paper. The juvenile list is also 
published separately. 


Concorp (Mass.) F. P. L. Bulletin, no, 16, 

1891, 1892, 1893. 32 p. 

This bulletin is appended to the 21st report 
of the library, paged separately. It records the 
additions of the past three years, covering some 
2600 v. 


CorRNELL UNiversiTy Liprary. Catalogue of 
the Rheto-Romanic collection, presented to 
the library by Willard Fiske. Ithaca, N, Y., 
1894. 32p. 0. 

Prefaced by a short introductory note, in 
which Prof. Fiske describes the gathering of 
the collection. It is classed under Literature 
and under History, philology, and description; 
titles are given with commendable fulness, and 
there are frequent explanatory annotations. 
Books not recorded in Bohmer’s “ Verzeichniss 
ritoromanischer Litteratur” are starred; there 
are nearly 130 titles so designated. 


Enocu Pratr F. L. of Baltimore. Finding- 
list of books and periodicals in the central li- 
brary. Part 2: Biography, history, descrip- 
tion and travel, social and political science, 
education, law. sthed., April, 1894. 576 p. 
oO. 


FitcusurG(Aass.) P. L. Bulletin,no. 2. April, 


1894. 24 p. O. 

Devoted toa special reading-list of ‘‘ Books 
selected for the use of scholars in the public 
schools,” prepared to “‘ assist children and young 
people and their parents, who may desire to 
guide their reading aright, in choosing the best 
books to read.” The list is classified and ex- 
cellently comprehensive; the department of 
** stories" has been kept well within bounds; a 
good feature is the list of ‘* stories from history,” 
containing about 200 titles; while the depart- 
ments of “‘ natural science,” *‘ literature,” ‘* trav- 
els,” ‘‘ biography,” and “' history,” are specially 
helpful. Very few of the books are taken from 
the list of juvenile fiction, and many represent 
the best class of reading. 


GriseBAcH, Ed. Katalog der Biicher eines 
deutschen Bibliophilen mit litterarischen und 
bibliographischen Ammerkungen, Leipzig, 
Drugulin, 1894. 288 p. por. 8°, 6m. 


MUSTERKATALOG FUR VOLKSBIBLIOTHEKEN. Ein 
Verzeichnis von Biichern, welche zur Anschaf- 
fung fiir Volksbibliotheken zu empfehlen sind. 
Herausgegeben vom Gemeinniitzigen Vereine 
zu Dresden. 3 Aufl. Leipzig, Otto Spamer, 
1894. 83 p. 8°, 1 m. 


Pratt INsTITUTE (Brooklyn, N.Y.) F.L. Bul- 
letin, no. 13, including January and February, 
1894. 10 p. 

Hereafter the bulletins will be published every 
two months, and sold at four cents each, or 20 
cents yearly. The present one inaugurates the 
new method ; it is printed by the linotype, on 
manilla paper, and records the accessions for 
January and February. 


The Save (Afass.) P. L. BULLETIN for April 
has a classed special reading-list on ‘‘ Geology” 
(4 p-). 

The SprRINGFIELD (AJ/ass.) BULLETIN 
for March has a short “‘reading-list on trades 
unions ” (32 titles). 


VirGIntA HistToricaL Society. Organization 
and list of publications. Richmond, 1894. 
p. O. 


THAT attractive little booklet Zhe Open Shelf, 
published by the Cleveland Public Library, con- 
tains in its March issue a short reading-list on 
** Botany.” The list of accessions, given in each 
number, is supplied with excellent descriptive 
or explanatory annotations. 


In the March issue of Books, the organ of the 
Denver P. L., there is a list of ‘‘ books on use- 
ful arts in the public library, not including medi- 
cine”; it extends from A to L, and covers four 
pages. 

Tue March issue of Our Library, published by 
the Portland (Ore.) P. L., contains a short list 
of books of reference on political economy. 
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Bibliografp. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIE, Allgemeine, der Staats- und 
Rechtswissenschaften. Uebersicht der auf 
diesen Gebieten im deutschen und auslind- 
ischen Buchhandel neu erschienenen Littera- 
tur. O. Mithlbrecht. Jahrgang 27: 1894. 
Berlin, Puttkammer & Miihlbrecht, 1894. 8°, 
5 m. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIE des ouvrages relatifs a l'amour, 
aux femmes, au mariage et des livres facétieux, 
pantagruéliques, scatologiques, satyriques, etc. 
Contenant les titres détaillés de ces ouvrages, 
les noms des auteurs, leurs diverses éditions, 
leurs illustrations, leur valeur et leurs prix 
dans les ventes, etc. Par M., le C.d’J***, 
4- éd. entigrement refondue et considérable- 
ment augmentée par J. Lemonnyer. Fasc. 2 
et 3. Paris, Gilliet, 1894. 8°, 6 fr. 


BIBLIOTHECA historico-militaris. Systematische 
Uebersicht der Erscheinungen aller Sprachen 
auf dem Gebiete der Geschichte der Kriege 
und Kriegswissenschaft seit Erfindung der 
Buchdruckerkunst bis zum Schluss des Jahres 
1880. von Dr. Joh. Pohler. iii. Band. Heft 
1-3. Cassel, Kessler, 1894. 440 p. 8°, 14 ms 


philologica oder vierteljuhrliche 
systematische Bibliographie aller auf dem 
Gebiete der classischen Philologie und Alter- 
tumswissenschaft, sowie der Neuphilologie in 
Deutschland und dem Ausland neu erschie- 
nenen Schriften und Zeitschriften-Aufsitze. A. 
Blau. Jahrgang 46, Neue Folge Jahrgang 8, 
Heft 3: Ju-Sept., 1893. Géttingen, Vanden- 
hoeck & Ruprechts, 1894. 151-224 p. 8°, 
1.20 m. 


BIBLIOTHECA zoologica. II. Verzeichniss der 
Schriften iiber Zoologie, welche in den perio- 
dischen Werken enthaltenund vom Jahre 1861- 
1880 selbstiindig erschienen sind. Mit Ein- 
schluss der allgemein-naturgeschichtlichen, 
periodischen und palaeontologischen Schriften. 
Bearbeitet von O. Taschenberg. Lieferung 11. 
Leipzig, Engelmann, 1894. 3249 — 3568 p. 8°. 
7m. 


Cajori, Florian. A history of mathematics. 
N. Y., Macmillan & Co., 1894. 422 p. 8°, cl., 
net, $3.50. 

A list of 100 works on the history of mathe- 
matics is given. 


CANNAN, E: A history of the theories of pro- 


duction and distribution in English political 

economy from 1776 to 1848. London, Perci- 

val & Co., 1894. 410 p. 8°, cl., 16s. 

Contains a 14-p. index of books and authors 
quoted. 


Corpier, H. Biblioteca Sinica. Dictionnaire 
bibliographique des ouvrages relatifs 4l’empire 
chinois. Supplement, fascs. 1 et 2. Paris, 
Lerouz, 1894. 12 fr. 

Dopp, MEAD & Co. have issued a ‘‘ Catalogue 
of rare and choice books relating to America, 


many of them very scarce; also a few very nota- 
ble manuscripts.” (121 p. D.) 


DvupaRAT, V. Mélanges de bibliographie et 
d'histoire locale. Tome 1: archéologie, hagio- 
graphie, revue historique,mémoire de Lebret et 
de L. de Hureaux, documents sur Nétre-Dame 
de Sarrance. Pau, Ribaut, 1894. 261 p. 8°. 


Fercuson (Lady —). Life of the Right. Hon. 
William Reeves, D.D., Lord Bishop of Down, 
Connor, and Dromore. N. Y., Longmans, 
Green & Co., 1893 [1894.] 5+210 p. por. O. 
el., $s. 

A 14-p. bibliography of Bishop Reeves’ works 
is appended. 


Ferree, Barr. The chronology of the cathedral 
churches of France. N. Y., Privately printed, 
1894. 36 p.0. 

Reprinted from the Architectural Record, 
where it appeared as the fourth part of a series 
of papers on “‘ French cathedrals.” The chron- 
ological summary of the cathedral churches of 
France is followed by an interesting bibliography 
of French cathedrals. It covers seven pages, 
and while not professing to be a complete 
bibliography, is probably the most exhaustive 
special list on the subject yet printed. The gen- 
eral literature of the subject, English, French, 
and periodical, is given, followed by a list of 
** special histories,’ arranged under the name 
of the city or town where the cathedral described 
is located. The list includes only works actually 
consulted in preparing the chronological tables. 


Fiskk, J: Edward Livingston Youmans: inter- 
preter of science for the people. N. Y., Ap- 
pleton, 1894. c. 6+597 p. por. O. cl., $2. 

A short list of Prof. Youmans’ writings is ap- 
pended. 

Gray, T: Selections from the poetry and prose 
of Thomas Gray; ed. with introd. and notes 
by W. Lyon Phelps. Bost., Ginn & Co., 
1894. c. 49+179 p. (Atheneum Press ser.) 
cl., $1. 

There is a short bibliography (5 p.) of works 
by and about Gray. 

GUnzpourG, D., Rosen, V., Dora, B., Patkanof, 
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K., and Tchoubinof, J. Collections scienti- 

fiques de l’institut des langes orientales; les 

manuscrits arabes, karchounis, grecs, coptes, 
ethiopiens, armeniens, géorgiens, et babys. 

St. Petersborg, Eggers, 1894. 271 p. 8°. 
Hancock, Anson Uriel. A history of Chile. 

Chic., C: H. Sergel & Co., 1893 [1894.] c. 

4+471 p. por. maps, O. (Latin-American re- 

publics ser.) cl., $2.50. 

A 3-p. list of authorities on Chilean history 
is given in the appendix. 

MACMILLAN & Bowes, Cambridge, Eng., have 
published parts C and D of their comprehensive 
‘Catalogue of books printed at or relating to 
the university, town, and county of Cambridge,” 
completing the work, which was begun in 18or. 
Part C covers the nineteenth century, 1801-1893, 
Part D contains the appendixes, additions, mss., 
maps, views, caricatures, etc., and both parts are 
bound together. There is also a supplementary 
part, containing preface, table of contents, and 98 
curious and interesting illustrations of printers’ 
marks, head and tail pieces, initial letters, etc. 
The catalog is not a bibliography, representing, 
as it does, a collection actually possessed by the 
compiler, but the minute descriptions of the 
books printed to 1700, should prove bibliograph- 
ically useful. 

MCHLBRECHT, O. Die bibliographie im Dienste 
des Buchhandels. Berlin, Puttkammer & 
Miublbrecht, 1894. 32 p. 8°, 1 m. 

Repr. from Zhe Bérsendilatt. 

Muir, J. Thomas Carlyle’s apprenticeship: a 
bibliographical essay concerning his recent- 
ly discovered writings. Glasgow, R. McClure, 
1894. 16 p. 8°. 

Only roo copies printed. 

Riper, Sidney S., of Providence, R. I., will 
shortly publish a fac-simile reprint of the ‘* Di- 
gest of Rhode Island” of 1719. This rare di- 
gest is the first ever printed by the colony of 
Rhode Island; the reproduction will have a his- 
torical introduction by Mr. Rider, and will be 
issued inan edition of 50 numbered copies. It 
will be sold by subscription, at $30 per copy. 


Spencer, Herbert. Aphorisms from the writ- 


ings of Herbert Spencer; sel. and arr. by Julia | 


Raymond Gingell. N. Y., Appleton, 1894. 

9+170 p. por. D. cl., $r. 

Appended is a short list of works “‘ from which 
the selections have been made.” 


Wo tery, Clive Phillipps. Big-game shooting. 
Best., Little, Brown & Co., 1894. 12+ 
433; 7+443 p. D. (Badminton lib.) cl., ea., 
$3.50. 

Contains “a short bibliography of big-game 

shooting, etc.” (3 p.). 


FULL NAMES. 


Miller, H: Giles, born 1824, author of Plea 
for the unrestricted coinage of gold and silver, 
Chic., 1892, pam. Drainage law of 1889, Chic., 
1893, pam. Silver legislation of 1890, Chic., 
n.d., pam. 

Partridge, C: Sumner, b. 1856, author of Stereo- 
typing by the papier-mache process, Chic., 
1892. 

Gracey, Mrs. Annie Ryder (John Talbot), b. 
1836; author of Sketch of Fidelia Fiske, Bos- 
ton, n.d., pam., etc. 

Holbrook, Zephaniah Swift, b. 1847. Lessons 
of the Homestead troubles, Chic., 1892, pam. 

E. E. Clarke, Newberry Library. 


The following are supplied by Harvard College Library: 


Dewey, Lyster Hoxie (The Russian thistle and 
other weeds in the wheat region of Minnesota 
and North and South Dakota); 

Jack, J: G: (The fructification of Juniperus); 

Johnson, Lorenzo Nickerson (Observations on 
the zoospores of Draparnaldia); 

Glatfelter, Noah Miller (A study of the venation 
of salix); 

Goding, F: Webster (Bibliographical and synon- 
ymical catalog of the described membracidz 
of North America); 

Greene, Jacob Lyman (Past and pending silver 
legislation); 

Lueders, Herman F: (Concerning the structure 
of caoutchouc); 

Meehan, W: E: (A contribution to the flora of 
Greenland); 

Patterson, W: Davis (Lincoln county probate 
records); 

Parish, S: Bonsal (New station for notholena 

Rusby, H: Hurd (New genera of plants from 
Bolivia); 

Selby, Augustine Dawson, joint author (A pre- 
liminary list of the plants of Franklin county, 
Ohio). 


§umors and Blunders. 


Tuat the Brooklyn small boy is becoming an 
adept in the handling of libraries is evidenced 
by the recent request at the Pratt Institute Free 
Library of a boy of nine years for a shelf-permit; 
and by another for permission to sign the “4004 


| of life” (register) on behalf of an invalid aunt. 


Another had lost the slip bearing the name 
of the book wanted by some older member of 
his family, but thought it was ‘* Potter’s Sunday 


afternoon.” ‘‘ The Cotter’s Saturday night” 
was proposed, and he thought it would answer 
the purpose. M. W. P. 


From an Edinburgh bookseller’s catalog : 
** Des. Erasmi. Roterodami, Epistolae fa Mili- 
ares, 8vo, calf, 55. 
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LIBRARY INKS AND ADHESIVES. 
higgins’ Drawing-Board WMucilage 


has been adopted by leading Librarians throughout the country as the only satis- 
factory library adhesive made. The 5000 volumes of the Model Library at the 
World's Fair were repaired and labelled with this adhesive in preference to all others, 
and it was voluntarily exhibited and recommended by those in charge. A three ounce 
trial jar sent by mail, prepaid, for 30 cents, 


higgins’ Carbon Writing Inks 


contain no other coloring matter than pure carbon, and they hence write black from 
the pen-point and remain forever black, proof to effects of age, air, sunlight, chemicals, 
and fire, and when written on semi-absorbent paper, so that the ink sinks in, they 
cannot be washed out or erased without detection. They are the only ¢rue black and 
lasting inks made. Two kinds, viz.: (1) Engrossing ink, a dense or heavy ink for 
engrossing and important writings, and (2) Eternal Ink, an ink of lighter body, and 
hence better adapted for general use. A two ounce bottle of the former, prepaid by mail, 
35 cents ; a two ounce bottle of the latter for 25 cents. 


The Higgins’ Adhesives and Inks are for Sale by Dealers in Artists’ Materials 
and Stationery Generally. 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., 168-170 Bighth St,, Brooklyn, N.Y. 


LONDON. LEIPZIG. PARIS. 


B. WESTERMANN & 


812 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
(ESTABLISHED 1848.) 
FOREIGN OFFICES AT LONDON, LEIPZIG, AND PARIS. 


Agents by appointment to many of the largest American and Foreign 


SPECIAL TERMS FOR LARGE ORDERS. 


Terms on direct application for the supply of Foreign and American Books and Periodicals. 

Weekly shipments by the fleetest steamers from England, Germany, and France. /eriodicals 
supplied at lower rates than mail copies and in better shape for binding. 

Rare Books and Sets of Serials procured at the lowest terms. Regular connections with 
Central and South America and all Oriental countries. 

Binding done here and abroad in every style. 

Auction Sales attended to. 

The Catalogues of Foreign Dealers—English, German, French, Italian, and Spanish—fur- 
nished on application. 

Monthly Bulletins of New Books issued regularly. 

With the help of a most complete Bibliographical Outfit in all languages and on all subjects, 
and the experience of many years in this particular line, estimates can be furnished promptly and 
information given on topics of interest to Librarians. 
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THE THEORY OF OUR 
NATIONAL EXISTENCE 


As SHOWN BY THE ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
oF THE UNITED StTaTEs Since 1861. By JOHN 
C. Hurp, author of ‘‘ The Law of Freedom 
and Bondage in the United States.” One vol- 
ume, 8vo, cloth, 600 pp. (published at $3.50). 
The few copies which remain of this valuable work, 

belonging to the estate of the late John C. Hurd, will be 

presented to public libraries. Any librarian wishing to 
procure a copy should address the undersigned, enclosing 
fifty cents to defray the cost of expressage and packing. 


LITTLE, BROWN & CO., 
254 Washington Street, BOSTON. 


TO BE PUBLISHED SHORTLY. 


LA DIVINA COMMEDIA DI DANTE. 


Cen commentario secondo la Scolastica. Del P. Gioa- 
curno Bertuisr pet Prep., Professore di Teologia all’ 
Universita di Fribourgo (Svizzera). 3 large volumes, 
small folio, with upwards of 2000 illustrations in the 
text; numerous plates and /ac-simi/e, some in sumptu- 
ous color-printing. Subscription prices, roo M. Part r. 
a M., ord,, t M. <o Pf. netto. 

This new and great work of the celebrated Dante ex- 
plorer and scholar is eagerly expected in interested 
circles. The book is of special interest to all Dante 
students, art historians, scientific theologians, philolo- 

ists, libraries, etc. The first instalment of the three 

rge volumes will be sent on sale, and an artistically exe- 
cuted prospectus will be — gratis on demand. 

Freiburg (Switzerland), Ju 


UNIVERSITATSBUCHHANDLUN 
(P. FRIESENHAHN.) 


The Annual Literary Index, 


INCLUDING PERIODICALS, AMERICAN AND 
ENGLISH, ESSAYS, BOOK-CHAPTERS, 
£T7C., SPECIAL BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND 
NECROLOGY OF AUTHORS, 


EDITED BY W. I. FLETCHER amd R. R. BOWKER. 


With the co-operation of members af the American Li- 
brary Association and of the Library Journal staf’. 


Tue ANNUAL LITERARY INDEX for 1893 com- 
plements the ‘‘ Annual American Catalogue” of 
books published in 1893 by indexing (1) articles 
in périodicals published in 1893; (2) essays and 
book-chapters in composite books of 1893; (3) 
authors of periodical articles and essays; (4) 
special bibliographies of 1893; (5) authors de- 
ceased in 1893. Thetwo volumes together make 
a complete record of the literary product of the 
year. 

The volume includes also the features of the 
‘* Co-operative Index to Periodicals,” originally 
a monthly supplement to the Lidrary Journal, 
then extended into a quarterly in an enlarged 
form, and later issued as an annual volume. 


One vol., cloth, (uniform with “ A. L. A. In- 
dex”) $3.50. 


Published by THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
28 Erm Street, New York. 


H. SOTH ERAN & CO., 
Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and Generai Agents in Europe 
for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, 
diligence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great. 
Established 1816, 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books. Specimen Number post free. 


140 Strand, WwW. C. and 37 W .: London. 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., 


LIMITED, 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 

Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in all Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Foreign and Scarce Books. BiNDING OF Every DgscriPTION UNDERTAKEN. /eriedicals 
and Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 
Rates, 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETO. 
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THE BAKER & 


TAYLOR CO., 


5 and 7 East Sixteenth Street, New York, 


see a specialty of supplying public, private, and school LIBRARIES, for which 
they have exceptional facilities through their connection with many of the largest houses 
as special agents, and by carrying the stock of all American Publishers. 
They are pleased to give estimates at lowest rates on lists of proposed purchases, and 
solicit correspondence with Librarians and other bookbuyers. 
This house is characterized by its Promptuess, Carefulness, and Low 


Prices. 


There will be sent to any address on application a topically arranged General Library List 


selected from the books of all publishers. 


NEUMANN BROTHERS, 


Established 1879. 


COLLEGE 
AND 


LIBRARY 


Book 


Near Broadway, 


? Opp. Hilton, Hughes 
& Co., 


: NEW YORK. 
Repairing and Re-backing of Old Book | 
Covers a Specialty. 


Specimens of our work may be seenat the Cotumaia Coi- 
Lece, New Hospritat Lisrary, New Yorx Acav- 
OF Mgpicine, Istanp Historicat Socigrty, 
Pratt Institutes, Brooklyn, N. Y., Scumn- 
or Yara and many others. 
G3 We have a special style of binding well known to 

Librarians of the American Library Association, of which | 

Mr. C. G. Neumann is a member. 


INDEXING: 


A Manual for Librarians, Authors, and 
Publishers. 


By J. BEN NICHOLS. 


16 pp., I2mo, Paper, 25 Cents. 


An elaborate and thorough treatise on the sub- 
ject — in fact, it is the most complete and com- 
prehensive manual on indexing ever published. 
It will prove invaluable to the novice and sug- 
gestive even to the more experienced. 


Address THE PuBLIsHERS’ WEEKLY, 
28 Elm Street, N. Y. 


THE DISEASES OF THE WILL. By Tu 
Risot. Cloth, 75 cents. 
Also: 
THE DISEASES OF PERSONALITY. By 
Hu. Risor. Cloth, 75 cents. 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF ATTENTION. By 
Tu. Risor. Cloth, 75 cents, 
Authorized translations. The set for $1.75. 


THE SCIENCE OF MECHANICS, By Ernsr 
Macu. Hf, mor., $2.50. 


® AN EXAMINATION OF WEISMANNISM. 
ers By Gro. J. Romanas. Cloth, $r« 
| PRIMER OF PHILOSOPHY. By Paci Carus. 


Cloth, $1.00. 
THE SOUL OF MAN. By Pau Carus, Cloth, 


3-00. 


DARWIN AND AFTER DARWIN. Pt. 1, 
The Darwinian Theory. By Geo.J.Romanes, Cloth, 


$2.00. 


THE LOST MANUSCRIPT. A Novel. By 
Gustav FrevraG. Extraedition. 2 vols., cloth, $4.00; 
t vol., cloth, $r.00. 


| TRUTH IN SRcwser, Twelve Tales with a 
Moral. By Carus. Cloth, $1.00, 


|THE REDEMPTION OF THE BRAH- 
MEAN. By Ricuarp 75 cents. 


THE OPEN COURT PUBLISHING C0., 


324 Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 


AS BOOKWORMS 


we makea specialty 
of hunting for out-of- 
| print books for Libra- 
ries. 


For particulars and month- 
ly bargain lists, address 


5. McLEAN & 


13 COOPER UNION, 
NEW YORK. 
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PARIS: LeiPeia: * 
HospiTAt Sir. 10, 


LONDON: 
30 WELLINGTON St., StrRaAND. 76 Rue De RENNES. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT 
Purchasing A gent for Colleges & Libraries 


810 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


(TWO DOORS ABOVE GRACE CHURCH) 


begs to call attention to his facilities for obtaining FoREIGN Books and 

PERIODICALS at more economical rates THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE IN AMERICA 

OR EvuROPE can offer, because: 

il He employs no Commission Agents, but has his own offices and 

vi clerks at London, Paris and Leipzig. He has open accounts 

u with all the leading publishing houses in the world. 

His experience enables him to give information at once about 
rare and scarce books. 

He receives weekly shipments from England, France and Germany, and 
can thereby fill orders in quicker time. 


MORE THAN 200 LIBRARIES FAVOR HIM WITH THEIR ORDERS. 


SPECIAL REFERENCES, 
‘as bought for us 


“ Mr. Stechert has for years furnished this Library with most of its periodicals and European books, # 
many thousand volumes. Mr. Stechert’s success is due to his constant personal attention to the busines ad the reasonable 
terms he is able to offer, I consider a New York agent far preferable to reliance on foreign agents alone.” 
Gro. H. Baker, Librarian of Columbia College, New York. 


“Seven years ago, in reorganizing the Columbia College library, I spent much time in trying to discover how to get out 
‘The result of the comparison of three methods, viz: 


foreign books and periodicals with the least delay, trouble and expense. 
onten, or ordering through one agent in New York showed 


ordering direct from foreign dealers, ordering through one agent in 

us that it was to our advantage to give Mr. Stechert all our foreign orders, as he delivered in the library in a single package 
and with a single bill at as low cost as we were able with vastly greater trouble, to get a half dozen different packages in differ- 
ent bills from different places. In reorganizing the New York State Library, I opened the whole question anew, and the result 


of the comparison was the same as before, and we find that the library gets most for the time and money expended by taking 


advantage of Mr. Stechert’s long experience, and the careful personal attention which he gives to our orders,” 
Metvit. Dewey, Director of N. Y. State Library, Albany, N.Y. 


** Mr. G. E. Stechert of New York has served us with fidelity in procuring English, French and German books, both new 
and second hand and also periodicals. His terms are more reasonable than any others that have come to our notice, while he 
has always guarded our interests very carefully. We find it a great convenience to have one agency in New York, represented 


by branches in different European countries.” 
Prof. Arruur H. Parmer, Librarian of Adelbert College, Cleveland, O. 


“ Your methods and facilities for doing business, as I have examined them here as well as at the Leipzig and London ends, 
seem to me admirably progressive and thoroughly live. I deal with you because I judge it for the advantage of this library to 
do so. If I did not, I should not. Up to date I am unable to find a method which is, all things included, so economical of 


and mone dealing th h : 
oney as YOU C. Ricarvson, Librarian of College of New Jersey, Princeton, N. J. 


“ Our library committee speaks in the highest terms of your services. You have not only saved us many dollars, but have 


shown an intelligent appreciation of our wants for which we thank you.’’ 
A. 8. Coitins, Act. Librarian of Reynolds Library, Rochester, N. ¥. 


GUSTAV E. STECHERT, 
LONDON. PARIS, LEIPZIG, NEW YORK. 
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